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¢ Barrett’s Bonsai Tips: O ur July meeting was very interesting. We were acciden-

July and August Mean Some tally locked out of our meeting room due to a com-

Special Care ... 3 puter glitch, so we had an opportunity to work under the
¢ Refreshments ... 3 stars. It did not slow us down and we were able to make
great progress working on trees.
Sign Up Now ... 3 We' have been. talking a.bout a field trip to. Bruce and

. Yaeko Hisayasu (mainly bonsai pots, some plants) in Pasadena

* Club Library ... 4 and to Jim Barrett in Arcadia (custom pots, trees, some tools
e July Niche: and supplies). If the club is still interested, we can work out a

Foemina Junipers ... 5 time at our next meeting. So if members are interested, let us
e Membership ... 5 know at the August meeting.

lIse Stein has priced her late husband’s trees and bonsai-
related items. If you are interested in acquiring some of Nat’s
bonsai legacy, please call Marj Branson or me for llse’s num-
ber.

Member Shig Hayashi visited the Gardens of the World
and worked on the pine tree bonsai in the Japanese garden, which was greatly appreciated. We
plan to have a board meeting at the end of the week and will discuss what we would like to do
for the Gardens in memory of Nat.

Advisor Paul Centeno’s collected olive (Olea europaea) won the best of division award at
the Ventura County Fair. This is the niche bonsai Paul provided for our May meeting (see
CVBS on the Web photo, below).

(Click on name to visit Web site.) | regret to announce that Kevin Kiely has resigned as vice president for personal reasons.
Conejo Valley Bonsai Soclety As a young club it is impor"tz.mt that we continue to
. encourage members to participate with the goal of

CVBS CaféPress Store building and maintaining enthusiasm and growth. We
CVBS Online Bonsal Gallery already have an ingredient that makes our club unique,
Other Bonsai Groups and that is the energy that is felt at our workshops.
(Click on name to visit Web site.) This energy should not be underestimated. It instills
Golden State Bonsai Federation confidence in our novice members to do the right
American Bonsai Society thing (such as prune that branch) at times when it goes
National Bonsai Foundation against what their mind is telling them (such as keep
more of the tree). In the end this will guarantee better
bonsai.

| have a friend who coined a saying: “It's either
good bonsai, or no bonsai.” | think of this adage every
time | am working on a tree. After all, these trees be-
Shohin Bonsal Soclety of So. Cal. come family, many will outlive us, so who wants to
San Diego Bonsai Club look at the ugly mug of a tree that you have invested
Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai Paul Centeno’s olive (Olea europaea) years to develop and not be proud to show it?

Sansui-Kai of So. Cal. won first placej in its divi§i0n .at. Fhe Ven- | look forward to seeing you all at the August
tura County Fair’s bonsai exhibition. meeting

By Ken Fuentes

¢ Niche Display:

e Coming Events ... 6

President Ken Fuentes
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Contact Us CVBS Programs
(Click on E-mail to
create a message.)

Officers 2010

PRESIDENT 6:00 PM Novice Workshop
Ken Fuentes

Phone (805) 495-7480 7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by
E-mail Ken Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES
CORRESPONDING

SECRETARY/TREASURER 6:00 PM Novice Class: Bonsai History & Styles
Marj Branson

Phone (805) 373-1330 F ¥ ¥ 7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by

E-mail Marj DEMONSTRATION: Bob Pressler / Transplanting trees
RECORDING SECRETARY

Ken Martin i
Phone (805) 445-9221 6:00 PM Novice Workshop

E-mail Ken 7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by

Advisor Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES
Paul Centeno

Phone: (805) 648-6330 ] ] ]
E-mail Paul 6:00 PM Novice Class: Basics of Design

Committees i 7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by

NEWSLETTER EDITOR DEMONSTRATION: Ted Matson / Boxwood

David E. Whiteside -
Phone (805) 647-8803 6:00 PM Novice Workshop

E-mall David 7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by

PROGRAM CHAIR
Deborah Ervin Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES

Ep_':a':f D(:I::;: AL 6:00 PM Novice Class: Shaping with Wire

PuBLICITY CO-CHAIRS 7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by

Guy & Deborah Ervin DEMONSTRATION: Ann Erb / Azaleas
Phone (805) 495-8688
';:‘::E‘;:y;::'s”é:;\m 6:00 PM Novice Workshop
Bob Stradling 7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by

Phone: (805) 558-5206 Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES
E-mail Bob

WEBMASTER 6:00 PM Novice Class: Soils & Fertilizers
:f:::“n:(:'""e August 19 7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by
DEMONSTRATION: Jim Barrett / Black pine

6:00 PM Novice Workshop
September 16 7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES

7TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION
Gardens of the World

October 2 — 3

Conejo Valley
Bonsai Society

Meeting Place October 21 7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by

6:00 PM Novice Class: Potting & Repotting

Westlake Village City Hall
Community Room

31200 Oakcrest Drive i .
Westiake Village, CA 91361 6:00 PM Novice Workshop

Meeting Time November 18 7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES

3RP Thursday of every month

Note: Novice Classes & December 16 HoOLIDAY POTLUCK
Workshops start at 6:00 PM

DEMONSTRATION: Cesareo Perez / Subject TBA
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Barrett’s Bonsai Tips

July and August Mean Some Special Care

By Jim Barrett

Last month we ran Jim Barrett’s pre-exhibition
preparation tips instead of his regular July col-
umn. To catch up, this month we have Jim’s
tips for both July and August. —Editor

July

his month we can expect a slowing

down of both roots and top growth.
Deciduous trees, especially Japanese maples,
may need protection from direct sun and
drying winds. Home Depot sells shade cloth
in varying strength, if you feel ambitious and
want to build a shade frame over your more
tender trees.

Make sure your watering program is
not neglected. It may be that you will have
to water more than once a day. Shohin bon-
sai will need an extra amount of care in
terms of water, shade and maintaining a
cool humid atmosphere.

It is becoming more and more common
to see shohin collections imbedded in a tray
of damp sand. This not only provides humid-
ity and moisture but also keeps the pot
cool. If your trees are placed against a wall
or fence, be sure to rotate them every
week or so. This evens out the tree’s form
by exposing all sides to the elements. Trees
left against a fence or wall tend to develop
flat areas, stunted branches and even dead

Niche Display

branches  on
the wall side.
Except for
emergency
potting,  one
should  wait
until early fall
for this chore.
Crab  ap-
ples and ume
should be left
to grow wild
until late Sep-
tember—the
same  with
wisteria. Try stripping the first three to four
sets (closest to the trunk) leaving only a few
leaves at branch terminals. Try this on crab-
apple and ume. Do this also on the com-
pound leaves on wisteria, but just strip the
first few sets of leaflets on each leaf. This
procedure should cause the tree to set
more buds for next year’s flowers.
Fertilizers high in phosphorous and pot-
ash, low in nitrogen, should be used this
summer. Do not over-fertilize. In fact, if you
are using liquid or chemical fertilizers, cut
the recommended dose in half. Over-
fertilizing during this semi-dormant period

Jim Barrett

(Continued on page 4)

Sign Up Now for Niche Display

By Marj Branson

s most members know by now, the Conejo Valley

Bonsai Society displays members’ trees at every
monthly meeting in what we are calling a “Niche Display.”
It’s a great opportunity to work on your skills in completing
a formal display of your favorite bonsai tree, accent plant,
stand, etc. (We cannot do one element of formal display,
the hanging scroll—there simply is no place in our meeting | Sept. 3
room where we could do this.) For members who have
never done a formal display, this is a must-do learning ex-

perience.

As readers can see in the 2010 Niche Displays table
(right), we need one more volunteer this year—for No-
vember. (We do not plan a niche display for December.)

To volunteer, please see me, Marj Branson, at the next

2010 Niche Displays

Ken

Aug.
ug Martin

N\

<

Refreshments
Mildly Speaking

By Bob Stradling

i everybody. Hope all is going

well for everybody during this
very mild summer. Maybe September
will give us a little more heat. So far
we've only had three or four very hot
days back in June.

As you can see in the schedule
below we’re down in our volunteers.
Much of the rest of the year is empty.
Out of more than 30 members, you'd
think we could fill our volunteer
sheet up. Last month we had no vol-
unteer for Drinks. A special thanks to
Marj Branson for stepping in and sup-
plying your drinks. If anybody has any
ideas on how | can instill more volun-
teerism, please let me know. We
have four members who have volun-
teered at least twice in the past 2
months. It shouldn't be that way!

Below is a schedule for the rest
of the year. As of now we only have
volunteers through August and for
Cookies/Pastries in September. We
need members to cover Drinks in
September, and for both Drinks and
Cookies/Pastries in October and No-
vember—no one has stepped for-
ward for those months yet. If you
wish to volunteer for either drinks or
pastries for any of those months,
please call me at (805) 558-5206 or e
-mail me at rlstrad@yverizon.net. De-
cember is our annual holiday potluck.

Thanks.

Cold Cookies/
Drinks | Pastries
2010

Paul
Centeno

Tom
Davis

Grace

David

gct Whiteside

Volunteer
Needed

Nov.

meeting, call me at (805) 373-1330, or e-mail me at treasurer@cvbs-bonsai.org.

AuGusT 2010
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Volunteer | Jill

Needed Peters

Volunteer
Needed

Volunteer
Needed

Volunteer
Needed

Volunteer
Needed

Holiday Potluck
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Barrett’s Bonsai Tips

(Continued from page 3)

could cause root rot and other undesirable conditions.

If you are planning to add new plants to your collection
or are just starting out, now is a good time to look for poten-
tially good bonsai stock—especially deciduous material. You
will find many bargains at [Descanso’s] August ... auction!

August

hh! Good old summer. Between the heat and the not so

good water, most maples (at least mine) look pretty
tired. If the maples are healthy, consider leaf pruning them
towards the end of this month. Remove every leaf—large,
small, healthy, or shriveled. Leaving some or pruning in stages
only makes the tree try to survive on what is left. | don’t rec-
ommend leaf pruning red or lace leaf varieties.

If you candle pruned your black pines in June or July, you
should have many new shoots appearing at the base of the
cut-off candles. Selectively remove those shoots that are
growing vertically off horizontal branches, leaving one or two
side shoots and one for the new terminal of each branch.
What you want to promote is a fine network of twigs.

vertical /—\
Club Library

Did you know your club has a
library of bonsai books? The li-
brary is brought to each meeting,
and members are invited to bor-
row the books for a 30 day pe-
riod. With the launch of our Nov-
ice Classes, beginner bonsai

books are available. Ask Marj
leave fewer new

Branson at the next meeting. /
shoots. In October or

November, you will want to remove some of the new
growth you left this summer. More about this next month.

Think about rotating your trees—especially if they are
displayed against a wall or fence. Turning them periodically
will even out the growth and may prevent dieback. Some
trees are entering a semi-dormant period now and, for this
reason, seem to need less water. Don’t think that something
is wrong unless the tree shows signs of distress. Heat buildup
in soil above 80 or 90 degrees tends to slow growth. This is
natural. Do not water if the soil is still wet. It takes practice
and knowledge of your plants’ needs to keep them healthy
(Continued on page 5)

On
branches in the upper
areas and the top of
the tree, remove the
center candles, leaving
one, two, or three side
shoots. On more ma-
ture trees and more
intricate networks of
twigs and branches,

Public Service Advertisement
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|
July Niche
Foemina Junipers

Paul Centeno comments on the Foemina junipers (Juniperus
chinesis ‘Foemina’) in a two-tree formal upright style he provided
for our July meeting’s niche display:

These Foemina junipers are 38 years old. | bought them as
small nursery stock plants in a half gallon plastic container in
1972. | paid less than $20 for both plants.

The dominant tree now is about | 1/2 feet tall; it is
planted a little higher and the other a little deeper in the soil
so they appear different in height.

The first thing | did is cut off the tap root at the bottom
of each plant before putting them in a large plastic con-
tainer. This made it easier to transfer them into a perma-
nent pot when fully developed.

The trees were wired into a formal style, planted with a
tall bamboo stick to keep them straight, and allowed to
grow to more than 5 feet tall, which took 19 years of pa-
tience, dedication, wiring, adjustment, and trimming to keep
them in good shape.

Eventually, the tops of the trees were cut to make both
of them 3 feet high. At the same time, all of the unwanted
branches were removed so all the nutrients will benefit the
remaining branches and will give the trees a better definition
as they develop further. All the selected branches were
wired. After another | 1/2 years the trees were well estab-
lished and healthy. At this stage all that is needed is to fol-
low the basic bonsai maintenance. My advice—the main
thing that is important in training a bonsai is to enjoy the
process and not get discourage if you kill one or two, just keep on going. It is a learning process.

Paul Centeno
Photo by Shig Hayashi

Barrett’s Bonsai Tips

CVBS Memberships
New Member Plus Visitors at July Meeting

By Marj Branson

(Continued from page 4)

and happy. Fortunately most plants
survive most mistakes.
If you fertilize this month, do

so sparingly. | recommend a very
diluted liquid fertilizer low in nitro-
gen if you must fertilize. Spraying
fungicide to control powdery mil-
dew or needle cast may also kill
beneficial fungi present in soils. It’s
not a bad idea to cover soil sur-
faces with plastic or a portable
shield to keep drips and spray off of
the soil. Wire that was put on ear-
lier this winter or spring should be
checked—especially on deciduous
trees. Remove all wire and reapply
it only on those branches that do
not hold their position and shape.

No repotting except emer-
gency repotting until this fall.

AuGusT 2010

t the July workshop meeting,

Eric Shrader of Thousand
Oaks joined the society; please wel-
come him. We also had visitors:
Steve, Diane, and Cameron Audras
of Agoura Hills. Cameron, || years
old, has just started his bonsai col-
lection.

If you are new to the Conejo
Valley Bonsai Society—as a visitor
to our Web site, reader of our
newsletter, a guest at a meeting, or
already decided to join the club—
there are virtually no barriers to
entry. Our annual dues are only
$20.00 for a single person, $25.00

for couples.

We meet on the third Thurs-
day of each month, starting at 7:30
PM, in the Westlake Village City
Hall at 31200 Oakcrest Drive,
Westlake Village, CA 91361. We
also have Novice Classes and
Workshops starting at 6:00 PM
each month (please see page 2 for
details).

You can bring your check to
the next meeting, or mail it to me at
1169 Triunfo Canyon Road, West-
lake Village, CA 91361. Please make
the check payable to Conejo Valley
Bonsai Society.

CONEJO VALLEY BONSAI SOCIETY




Coming Events

Aug 28 — 29 / Santa Rosa, California

Redwood Empire Bonsai Society (REBS): 27th Annual Show at the Santa Rosa Veterans Building, 1351 Maple Avenue. (Opposite the
Sonoma County Fairgrounds.) Hours are Saturday, 10:00 AM — 5:00 PM and Sunday, 10:00 AM — 4:00 PM. Over 200 trees on exhibit,
large vendor area, members' sales area, raffles, and a silent auction. Demonstrations both days at 1:30 PM by Kathy Shaner. Free
admission and parking. Contact Bob Shimon at (707) 884-4126 or shimon@mcn.org for further information

September

September 9 — 12 / Rochester, New York

North American Bonsai Symposium: Airport Holiday Inn, 911 Brooks Avenue. Featuring: David Easterbrook, Mary Madison, Ryan Neil,
Marty Schmalenberg, and William N. Valavanis: Demonstrations, lectures, workshops, exhibits, auction, and vendors. Hosted by
International Bonsai Arboretum, William N. Valavanis (585) 334-2595, e-mail to WNV@internationalbonsai.com, or visit
www.internationalbonsai.com.

September 25-26 / San Diego, California

San Diego Bonsai Club Autumn Bonsai Exhibition and Sale in Room 101, Casa Del Prado, at beautiful Balboa Park. Hours are 10 AM-
5:00PM both Saturday and Sunday. Bonsai demonstrations daily at | |AM and 2PM. Bonsai trees, suiseki viewing stones, accent plants,
bonsai stock, pottery and tools for sale. FREE admission and parking. For more information, please contact Maria Barbosa, 619-606-
6523 or bonsaigarden@earthlink.net

October 2 / Salinas, California

Salinas Bonsai Club: Annual Bonsai Exhibit will be held at the Lincoln Avenue Presbyterian Church, 536 Lincoln Avenue. Exhibit hours
are from | |AM-4:00PM with a demonstration by Katsumi Kinoshita at 1:30PM. A raffle of the demonstration tree, and other bonsai
related items will follow the demonstration. Tea and cookies will be served, and there is plenty of parking for group attendance. For
more information contact: Don White, 831-724-9283; e-mail: whiteslib@aol.com, or Maggie Brubaker, 831-663-5044; e-mail:
maggee36@aol.com.

October 2 / San Jose, California

Midori Bonsai Club, 49th Annual Bonsai Show, Wesley United Methodist Church, Fellowship Hall, 566 N. 5th Street. Saturday 10AM-
5PM. A formal display of members bonsai trees. Bonsai demonstration by Peter Tea at IPM, with a raffle after the demonstration.
Show is in conjunction with San Jose's Spirit of Japantown Festival. Admission to the festival and the bonai show is free.
www.spiritofjapantownfestival.com.

October 2 — 3 / Thousand Oaks, California

Conejo Valley Bonsai Society: 7th Annual Bonsai Exhibition at Gardens of the World, 2001 East Thousand Oaks Boulevard, Thousand
Oaks. Exhibition in the Resource Center 9:00 AM — 4:00 PM both Saturday and Sunday and demonstrations in the bandstand at | 1:00
AM and 2:00 PM both days; there are no sales at this event. For more information call President Ken Fuentes (805) 495-7480.

October 9-10 / Oakland, California
East Bay Bonsai Society: 49th Annual Bonsai Show at the Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Ave. Hours are Saturday, |0AM-

5PM, and Sunday, | |AM-4PM. Demonstration on Sunday at |PM by Dave DeGroot, followed by a raffle of bonsai and related items.
Large selection of bonsai and related materials on sale throughout the show. For more information contact Janice Dilbeck, 925-458-

October 16-17 / Union City, California

Yamato Bonsai Kai: 39th Annual Bonsai Exhibition at the Southern Alameda County Buddhist Church, 32975 Alvarado-Niles Road.
Admission of $5.00 includes exhibit & sales areas, demonstration and a raffle ticket for the demonstration tree. Saturday hours are
2PM-9PM. For a small fee of $5.00 dinner will be available on Saturday evening from 5PM-6:30PM, followed by our first ever, evening
demonstration at 7PM. Sunday hours are 10AM-4:00 with an afternoon demonstration at 1:30PM. Both demonstrations will feature
Bonsai Master Johnny Uchida. For additional information contact Tony Hayworth, 510-289-5731 or bonsaicho@comcast.net.

October 23-24 / Sacramento, California

Capitol City Bonsai Association: | Ith Anniversary Show to support the GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt and the Sacramento
bonsai clubs. Location is the Shepard Garden and Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd. in McKinley Park. Show hours are Saturday, |0AM-
5PM and Sunday, 10AM-4PM. Demonstration both days at 1:30PM by sponsor clubs with special bonsai raffle drawings to follow.
Vendor and club member sales areas. Contact is Gary Judd, 916-630-1340.

October 28 — 31 / Santa Clara, California

Golden State Bonsai Federation Convention XXXIII: “New Face of Bonsai.” The “New Faces” will shape the Art of Bonsai for years to
come with the guidance and vision of these new teachers, and attendees at GSBF 2010 will be able to receive the new visions of bonsai
and participate in the future of Bonsai. The July/August issue of Golden Statements will contain convention registration information. For
more information visit www.gsbfconvention.com.

6 CONEJO VALLEY BONSAI SOCIETY AuGusT 2010
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