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F ebruary sees our first demonstrator for the year: Bob 
Pressler from Kirmua Bonsai and Landscape Nursery. 

He will be talking about soils and transplanting. This is the 
lead into spring and a good time to start thinking about 
which of your trees need to be transplanted. Bob will give 
us pointers on how best to do this. 

If you are in need of bonsai soil, our club sales desk 
expects to have a supply on hand at our February meeting. 

Speaking of spring—although it is still early—the 
warm weather has been bringing on spurts of new growth. 
Check your wiring! Is it cutting into the bark? This is a step 
that is so easily overlooked, especially for trees you wired 
last autumn. Now would be time to get the wires off 
before the new leaves come out or the new juniper green 
growth starts. 

Field Trips 
We are planning a field trip on Saturday, February 18, to 
American Wholesale Nurseries in Simi Valley. This is not a bonsai nursery, but rather a very big 
landscape nursery that has a large variety of trees to check out. 

Also, we are planning a field trip to Al Nelson’s nursery in March. Nelson is well known for 
his California live oaks. Al Espinoza will give us some dates so we can confirm the trip. 

The Bonsai-A-Thon is coming up at the Huntington Gardens on February 25 – 26. There 
will be a large vendor section so if you need trees, pots, books, tools, etc., you can plan on 
finding what you need there. There will be a variety of activities. Please check out the notice on 
page 6 for details. Also, we are looking for helping hands to work through the weekend. We 
will discuss this some more at our February meeting. 

And don’t forget the California 
Bonsai Society’s 55th Convention April 
11 – 15 in Anaheim. To get full details, 
visit the convention website, the Cali-
fornia Aiseki Kai website, or email the 
reg istrar  E l izabeth Partch at 
elizabethpartch@yahoo.com. Again, 
there will be demonstrators from the 
bonsai community you will want to 
see. 

These are just a few of the major 
activities, so this spring is going to be 
busy. Enjoy as much as you can! 

See you Thursday the 16th at 7:30 
PM. 

President’s Message 

It Might As Well Be Spring! 
By Marj Branson 

President Marj Branson 

Reminder 

2012 Dues Are Past Due 
New Dues Structure This Year: 

Individual: $25.00 

Couples: $30.00 

See Memberships page 3 for details. 

Please make checks payable to Conejo Valley Bonsai Society. 
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Contact Us 
(Click on E-mail) 

Officers 
PRESIDENT 
Marj Branson 
Phone (805) 373-1330 
E-mail Marj 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Al Espinoza 
Phone (818) 284-1693 
E-mail Al 
TREASURER 
Ken Fuentes 
Phone (805) 495-7480 
E-mail Ken 
SECRETARY 
Ken Martin 
Phone (805) 445-9221 
E-mail Ken 
ADVISOR 
Ken Fuentes 
Phone (805) 495-7480 
E-mail Ken 

Committees 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
Larry Kimmelman 
Phone: (805) 493-5103 
E-mail Larry 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
David E. Whiteside 
Phone (805) 647-8803 
E-mail David 
PROGRAM CHAIR 
Deborah Ervin 
Phone (805) 495-8688 
E-mail Deborah 
PUBLICITY CO-CHAIRS 
Guy & Deborah Ervin 
Phone (805) 495-8688 
E-mail Guy & Deborah 
REFRESHMENTS CHAIR 
Jill Peters 
Phone: (805) 494-1868 
E-mail Jill 
LIBRARIAN 
Larry Kimmelman 
Phone: (805) 493-5103 
E-mail Larry 
WEBMASTER 
Tom McGuire 
E-mail Tom  
Conejo Valley Bonsai 
Society Meetings 
Westlake Village City Hall 
Community Room 
31200 Oakcrest Drive 
Westlake Village, CA 91361 
7:30 PM – 9:00 PM 
3RD Thursday of every month  
Note: Bonsai Basics Classes 
& Workshops have been sus-
pended. 

2011 

January 20 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Class: Bonsai History & Styles 
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: ROY NAGATOSHI / Grafting 

February 17 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Workshop 
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by  
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

March 17 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Class: Basics of Design  
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Ted Matson / Repotting Boxwood 

April 21 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Workshop 
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

May 19 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Class: Shaping with Wire  
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Kathy Benson / Crapemyrtle 

June 16 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Workshop 
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

July 21 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Workshop 
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES  

August 18 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Class: Soils & Fertilizers  
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: CESAREO PEREZ / Bonsai Displays 

September 15 

6:00 PM – 9:30 PM:  
Workshop to Prepare Trees for Exhibition  
(Maximum 3 trees per person) 
BRING THE TREES YOU PLAN TO EXHIBIT 

October 1 – 2 
8TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
Gardens of the World 

October 20 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Class: Potting & Repotting 
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Jim Barrett /Proper Pot Selection 

November 17 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Workshop 
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

NOTE: NEW DATE 
December 12 

HOLIDAY POTLUCK  
7:30 PM  

Bonsai Basics classes and workshops are open to every member at all levels of experience. They are 
designed to be introductory for newcomers and refreshers for more experienced bonsai hobbyists. 

CVBS Programs 
2012 

January 19 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

February 16 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
DEMONSTRATION: Bob Pressler/Soils & Transplanting 

March 15 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

April 19 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Ted Matson / TBD 

May 17 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

June 21 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

July 19 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Kathy Benson / Crapemyrtle 

August 16 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES  

September 20 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
DEMONSTRATION: Roy Nagatoshi / Critique for Show 
BRING TREES YOU PLAN TO EXHIBIT 

October 6 – 7 
9TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
Gardens of the World 

October 18 
7:30PM : Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

November 15 
7:30PM : Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Al Nelson / Oaks 

December 10 
HOLIDAY POTLUCK 
7:30 PM  

The new CVBS Mentoring Program was launched during the January business meeting. 
Please see Larry Kimmelman or David Whiteside for more information & applications to participate. 

CVBS Programs 
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 Barrett’s Bonsai Tips 

Two Best Months for Potting Bonsai 
By Jim Barrett 

F ebruary and March are probably the best two months of the 
year for potting and re-potting bonsai and training trees 

from nursery cans to bonsai pots. 
Deciding which bonsai needs re-potting will depend on how 

long since its last potting and whether the tree has become root 
bound. If the pot does not have a major inside lip, you may want 
to inspect the root ball by lifting the tree out of the pot. Look 
for a firm root ball with roots visible all around the sides and 
bottom. 

Another indication that the tree needs re-potting is the soil 
lifting above the edge of the pot. This shows that a mat of roots 
has formed on the bottom and is pushing the tree up. Trident 
maple bonsai are noted for this phenomenon. One important 
reason for re-potting is that the tree has matured beyond its 
present container. Either it has grown larger or it deserves a more appropriate pot. There are 
several things to consider when you decide to proceed: 

1. Decide which tree or trees you want to pot. 
2. The preferred one does not work out. 
3. Place the wire or heavy plastic screen over each drain hole. Mesh should be at least 1/8-

inch holes. Make sure screens are held in place with wire clips. 
4. If you are going to tie the tree in, now is the time to install the tie wires. Use a wire of 

sufficient size and strength to do the job. 
5. Make sure the pot is clean inside and out. 
6. Have your favorite mix handy. 
All of these preparations should be done before the root ball is disturbed. Many bonsai 

are lost or set back if the roots and soil are removed before everything is ready. 
Some hobbyists take just enough soil and roots off to place the tree back in its original 

pot leaving room for an inch or so of new soil. Others are more aggressive in cleaning out old 
soil and prune the roots more severely. Both approaches are valid. It all depends on the condi-
tion of the tree, its root system, and the owner’s goals for the tree. This all sounds pretty in-
volved or complicated–it isn’t, if you use common sense and do not get too rough with the 
tree. 

Aesthetic considerations are: Tree and pot harmony or appropriateness. Is the tree 
placed in the pot properly? Is the tree planted at the proper angle or attitude? Is the front of 
the tree facing the viewer? After re-potting, place the tree in a shaded area to protect it from 
the wind. In a week to ten days place it where you would normally. Wait about a month be-
fore fertilizing. 

Speaking of fertilizers, you should 
have started fertilizing with organic fertil-
izer by now. Miracle Grow and fast acting 
fertilizers are best applied at half 
strength. Time release and slow acting 
chemical fertilizers, such as Ozmocote 
and Woodace, are safe if you follow 
printed instructions. Some people add 
these to their soil mix. 

Spray Japanese maples and other 
trees susceptible to powdery mildew 
with your favorite fungicide. Watch for 
aphids on apple, quince, and plum. Watch 
for spider mites on juniper, black pine, 
and azaleas. You should be choosing your 
show trees now. Plan for a bonsai and an 
accent plant in each display. Re-pot wis-
teria after flowering. 

Refreshments 

New Year Volunteers 

Jill Peters 

T he New Year at CVBS is off to 
a great start with many re-

freshment enthusiasts signing up to 
bring Cold Drinks or Eats/Sweets 
in 2012.  For February, Fr. Tom 
Davis and Dave Williams have vol-
unteered. I will call you both to 
confirm on the Tuesday before our 
February 16th meeting. 

Thanks in advance to all our 
volunteers—we greatly appreciate 
your generous spirit!  

2012 Refreshments 

 Cold 
Drinks 

Eats / 
Sweets 

Feb. Fr. Tom 
Davis 

Dave 
Williams 

Marc
h 

Ken 
Martin 

Ann 
Lofquist 

April Volunteer 
Needed  

Frank 
Greenway 

May Volunteer 
Needed  

Bevis 
MacLaughlin 

June Tony 
Castagna 

Grace Sy & 
Al Espinoza 

July Volunteer 
Needed  

Volunteer 
Needed  

 Jim Barrett 

CVBS Membership 

We Are an Open Society—Come Join Us! 
By Larry Kimmelman 

C VBS extends warm welcomes to 
Dana & Frank Hallberg of Chats-

worth and to Don & Kathy Stevens from 
Thousand Oaks.  

Whether you are a visitor to our 
website, a reader of our newsletter, a 
guest at a monthly meeting, or have al-
ready decided to join our club, there are 
effectively no barriers to entry. Annual 
dues are $25 for one, $30 for couples. 

Our monthly meetings are held on 
the third Thursday of every month, 

starting at 7:30 PM, in the Westlake Vil-
lage City Hall (located at 31200 Oak-
crest Drive, Westlake Village, CA 
91361). Starting this month, we also of-
fer a mentoring program. 

To join our club, please bring your 
check (made out payable to the Conejo 
Valley Bonsai Society) to our next 
monthly meeting, or mail it to: Larry 
Kimmelman, CVBS Membership Chair, 
2727 Autumn Ridge Drive, Thousand 
Oaks, CA 91362. 
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A s you may know, Bill Valavanis will be 
staging the third U.S. National Bonsai 

Exhibition on the weekend of June 9-10, 
2012. This event will take place at a new 
venue, The Fair and Expo Center, in 
Rochester, New York. I was lucky to be 
able to attend the last exhibit in 2010, and 
was very impressed by the variety and 
quality of the trees. However, what also 
struck me was the noticeable absence of 
trees from Southern California. (Larry 
Ragle was the lone entry.) 

I’m as much a reason for this as any-
one. In past years, I’ve been reluctant to 
participate in this exhibit, mostly due to 
logistical concerns over transporting trees 
across the country. However, after work-
ing out many of the bugs in the two prior 
events and also offering to provide a re-
frigerated truck specifically for our trees 
for this upcoming show, I think Bill has 
made it a more practical endeavor. 

I know that there are many excellent 
trees in Southern California worthy of 
entry into this exhibit. There are also sub-
stantial cash prizes to be won. But, most 
of all, I really feel that for this to be con-
sidered a true national exhibition, it needs 
the support of bonsai folks from every-
where, including here. And, I’d like to help 
make that happen. 

For this reason, I’ve offered to be a 
driver of the truck to haul trees across 
country to and from New York. With this 
letter, I extend an invitation to Southern 
California bonsaiists who’d like to enter a 

tree in the U.S. National Exhibition to 
select their trees, submit their entries, and 
start preparing for the competition. For 
rules and to submit an entry, go to Bill’s 
w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p : / /
www.internationalbonsai.com, and follow 
the link to the “2012 US National Bonsai 
Exhibition” where you’ll be able to learn 
everything about the event. Entry deadline 
is April 15. 

In transporting these precious art-
works, I will take every precaution to en-
sure that all trees are cared for along the 
way and during the return. However, the 
one thing I will not be able to do is to 
prepare, pack/crate and label your tree, 
along with the necessary stands, accents, 
etc., for your display. Each individual must 
be responsible for ensuring that your bon-
sai are pest/disease free and packed/
padded/crated to protect branches, twigs 
and pots, while also allowing for watering. 
We’ll arrange logistics for collecting/
returning entries once they’re identified. 

If you have any questions about the 
event, your best bet is to go to Bill’s web-
site. For questions about the transport, 
don’t hesitate to contact me, either via 
email at tmatson@earthlink.net, or via 
phone at (626) 398-8412.  

I’m hoping for a very enthusiastic 
response to this invitation. I hope 
many of you bonsai enthusiasts will 
join me in bringing a strong California 
presence to the 3rd U.S. National 
Bonsai Exhibition. 

Open Letter from Ted Matson 

To All Southern California Bonsai  
Enthusiasts: 2012 National Exhibition 
By Ted Matson 

President’s Message 

Happy New Year & Best Wishes for 2012 

mailto:http://www.internationalbonsai.com?subject=US%20National%20Bonsai%20Exhibition�
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mailto:http://www.internationalbonsai.com?subject=US%20National%20Bonsai%20Exhibition�
mailto:http://www.internationalbonsai.com?subject=US%20National%20Bonsai%20Exhibition�
mailto:tmatson@earthlink.net?subject=2012%20National%20Bonsai%20Exhibition�
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Here’s All You 
Were Afraid To 
Ask About the  
Club Library 
Larry Kimmelman 

Are you aware our 
club has a wide array 
of bonsai books, 
magazines, and arti-
cles? Members are 
welcome to borrow 
club library materials 
for a month at a time, 
and we only ask that 
the borrowed materi-
als be returned at the 
next club meeting. 
Please note we also 
have novice books 
that provide bonsai 
basics to help our 
newer members get 
off to a good start. 
We are also exploring 
the expansion of li-
brary resource mate-
rials to include bonsai 
instructional DVDs. 
Feel free to peruse 
our library or ask 
questions at any 
meeting. 

January Niche 
Winter Silhouette 
 
The January CVBS niche display tree 
was an Asian sweet gum 
(Liquidambar orientalis) owned by 
Marj Branson, club president. She 
comments: 
“I have owned the tree for three 
years and it is currently in a training 
pot. Over the last three years I have 
been keeping the branching short to 
develop stronger, thicker  and varie-
gated main branching.  I have been 
doing this with wiring and trim-
ming.  This time of year is when I 
wire—when the leaves are gone.  I 
have just removed all the wires and 
will again rewire it. 
“There are big scars at the base of 
the tree. Before I purchased the 
tree, there must have been  some 
very big lower branches. I have done 
some carving on the scars to try to 
give it a more natural look and to get 
away from the round -scar  
look. The   roots have some expo-
sure—it was unfortunate the roots 
were not laterally placed on the sur-
face when the tree was 
younger. This would give the tree an 
older appearance. I did not address 
this issue when I first  purchased it 
so this is something I will try to work 
on, but I doubt I will be able to 
straighten them very much. I will be 
potting in a bonsai pot in 2012.” 

2012 Niche Displays 

Feb. 
Rick 
Midthun 

March 
David 
Whiteside 

April 
Grace 
Sy 

May 
Larry 
Kimmelman 

June 
Eric 
Schrader 

July 
Volunteer 
Needed 

I n the Niche Program, club members 
set up a mini exhibition display. Such a 

display consists of: 
• The tree in a nice bonsai pot 
• An accent plant 
• A stand 

All these items are important to create 
the balance for a good display. We aspire 
to present the best display possible for 
everyone’s pleasure and edification, so the 
niche is often assembled by one of the 
more experienced members. However, it 
is also our desire to give less experienced 
bonsai hobbyists an opportunity to learn by 

doing. So if any less experienced member 
feels his/her trees are not ready for a fin-
ished display, it is worthwhile to create a 
display that is a work-in-progress. It will be 
up to the club member to determine which 
category his/her display falls into, and then 
the work-in-progress display can become 
the talking point of work done, work in-
tended, and suggestions from the floor. 

We encourage all members to sign up 
for the niche display! Please have a look at 
the calendar and let us know when you 
would like to present your display. 

—Marj Branson 

CVBS Niche Display 

Our Niche Display Program  
Is for Members of All Levels 

Photo by David Williams 
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  Coming Events (click on the hyperlinks to visit Web sites or send e-mails) 
2012 

February 

February 25 – 26 / San Marino, California  
GSBF Bonsai-A-Thon XVI at The Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, 1151 
Oxford Road. This is the annual fundraiser for the GSBF Collection at The Huntington. 
Admission to the event and to the Huntington Gardens is free with Bonsai-A-Thon 
“Early Bird” Registration. Hours are 7:30 AM – 4:30 PM, both days. A pancake 
breakfast, a tour hosted by Jim Folsom (Director of the Garden), demonstrations, 
lunch, bonsai exhibits, large sales area, raffle, and an auction will all be featured. The 
Sansui Kai  of Southern California Bonsai Club has been asked to display 8 trees at the 
Bonsai-A-Thon show, so look for that display. For more information contact Marge 
Blasingame, 626-579-0420 or margeblasingame@att.net. 

February 25 – 26 / Oakland, California  
GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt: Mammoth Fundraiser, 2012 at the Lakeside 
Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue. On Saturday an auction of fabulous bonsai will be 
from 1 – 4 PM, with preview at 12 Noon. Sunday hours are from 9 AM – 4 PM and will 
feature demonstrations by Collection Curator, Kathy Shaner and Team, many vendors, 
a large consignment sale of bonsai and bonsai related items, and several raffle drawings 
throughout the day. For general information email www.bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com, 
visit www.gsbf-bonsai.org/lake-merritt/NewHome.htm, or phone Randi Keppeler 650-
598-0127. 
March 

March 24 – 25 / Scotts Valley, CA 
Santa Cruz Bonsai Kai: 24th Annual Bonsai Exhibit and Show at the Scotts Valley Community Center, 360 Kings Village Road from 
10:30 AM - 4:30 PM both days. Demonstration by Mr. Katsumi Kinoshita will be at 2:00 PM each day. Plant sales and door prizes 
each day as well as raffle of demonstration trees and member prepared, well established bonsai material. For more information call 
877-610-9038 or e-mail dakine45@comcast.net 

Mar. 31 - Apr. 1 / Sacramento, California 
Bonsai Sekiyu Kai of Sacramento: 35th Annual Bonsai Show at the Sacramento Betsuin Buddhist Church, 2401 Riverside Blvd. 
Hours are: Saturday, 12-Noon - 5:00 PM, and Sunday, 10AM - 3:45PM. Demonstrations at 2PM, both days, by Bonsai Master 
Johnnie Uchida. Amenities include refreshments, light snacks, door prizes, raffles and a Silent Auction. Plant and bonsai tool sales 
also will be available. For more information contact Dareld Binns, dwbphoto9op@yahoo.com 
April 

April 11 – 15, 2012 / Garden Grove, California 
California Bonsai Society: 55th Convention and Show at the Crown Plaza Anaheim Resort, 12021 Harbor Blvd., and starring the 
iron men of Naka, Frank Goya, Harry Hirao, Shig Miya, Ben Oki, and Richard Ota. Also featuring Tomohiro Masumi, Ryan Neil, and 
Cheryl Manning, Kenji Miyata, David Nguy, Kathy Shaner, and the members of CBS. There will be workshops, demonstrations, 
auctions, drawings, a huge vendor area and prizes & awards for early registrations. For registration information contact Elizabeth 
Partch at elizabethpartch@yahoo.com. 

April 14 – 15 / Sacramento, California 
American Bonsai Association, Sacramento: 53rd Annual Spring Show at the Shepard Garden and Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Ave, 
Sacramento, CA. Show hours are Saturday 10:00 AM â€“ 5:00 PM, Sunday 10:00 AM â€“ 4:00 PM.Â  Demonstration each day at 
1:30 PM by John Thompson followed by a raffle of bonsai (includes the demonstration tree) and bonsai related material.Â  There is 
a large vendor area with club member trees, pots, etc. For information contact Greg McDonald at Gregandleeanne@comcast.net, 
by phone at 530-642-2521, or visit our website at http://abasbonsai.org/. 

April 21 – 22, 2012 / Palo Alto, CA 
Kusamura Bonsai Club: 52nd Annual Show at the Lucie Stern Community Center, 1305 Middlefield Road. Admission is free. Show 
hours are Saturday: 12 Noon - 5PM, and Sunday: 11AM - 5PM. There will be demonstrations, raffles, and club member tree sales 
both days. Guest demonstrator to be announced. For more information, contact Rita Curbow at 408-732-4957 or kusamura@gsbf
-bonsai.org. 

April 26 – 29, 2012 / Costa Mesa, California 
Orange Empire Bonsai Society: Bonsai Exhibition at the 23rd Annual Spring Garden Show at the South Coast Plaza, 3333 Bear 
Street. The show dates and times are Thursday and Friday from 10AM-9PM, Saturday from 10AM-8PM and Sunday 11AM-6:30PM. 
There will be a traditional display of bonsai trees with accent plants, along with an ongoing bonsai trimming demonstration. Al 
Nelson will conduct a saikei workshop seminar. The date and time are forthcoming. For more information please contact David 
Nadzam at dnadzam@socal.rr.com or 714-345-6966.  

 
What: Conifer Study Group 

Work on your bonsai independently  
or with other participants 

Study Subject: Potting Bonsai 
Learn by potting your tree or observe others 
Cost: Attendance is free 
Who: Shig Hayashi, Moderator 
Contact: shayashi99@hotmail.com 
When: 12:30 – 4:30 PM 
3rd Sunday of the Month 

(If rained out, 4th Sunday) 
Date: February 19, 2012 
Where: California Bonsai Studio 
 4015 N. Moorpark Rd. 
 Thousand Oaks, CA 

mailto:margeblasingame@att.net�
mailto:www.bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com�
http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/lake-merritt/NewHome.htm�
mailto:elizabethpartch@yahoo.com�
mailto:shayashi99@hotmail.com?subject=Conifer%20Study%20Group�
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