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O ur March meeting workshop was a hive of activity. On the 
one hand, our new member-education benefit, the Mentor 

Program, got into full swing with mentors and their protégés 
working on all manner of trees. On the other hand, Advisor Ken 
Fuentes worked with those members who are not involved in the 
Mentor Program.  

Reports from mentors and their protégés are uniformly posi-
tive, says Larry Kimmelman, Mentor Program chair (see Member-
ship, page 3). Larry can give is a report at our April meeting and 
will solicit your comments—pro or con. Or speak to Larry or his 
co-chair David Whiteside privately, if you prefer. 

Maybe it is time to focus on our Mission Statement, which is: 
The Conejo Valley bonsai Society is an organization dedicated to 

promoting the ancient art of bonsai. Our mission is to educate, share 
knowledge, ideas, and available resources that will foster enjoyment of bonsai for club members and the 
community.  

That’s exactly what the Mentor Program is intended to do. Any contribution would be ap-
preciated. 

This Thursday our demonstrator will be the extraordinary bonsai master, demonstrator, 
and bonsai educator Ted Matson. He will be working on a Yaupon Holly. The Yaupon Holly is 
not often seen in bonsai shows so this will be an eye opener for many of us. 

This should be an interesting night, a change of pace if you will. For the past two years, Ted 
has been working on David Whiteside’s boxwood, which began its life in this club as a demon-
stration tree for one of Ted’s visits with us; David purchased the tree later and brought it back 
for Ted to continue his work. Everyone who has 
seen those demonstrations knows how interest-
ing Ted’s demonstrations are, so be sure to take 
in this opportunity to see a real expert work on 
an unusual piece of bonsai material. 

As a reminder, this weekend is the wrapup 
of the California Bonsai Society’s Convention and 
Show (April 11th through the 15th). There is an 
excellent lineup of demonstrators and work-
shops, which I am sure you would all enjoy. See 
their ad (page 4) and Coming Events (page 8) for 
more details. 

And please keep an eye on your trees. This 
burst of rain and humid weather brings out the 
bugs and bursts of tree growth–so watch your 
wires! 

See you Thursday the 19th. 

President’s Message 

Mentors + Advisor = Hive of Activity 
By Marj Branson 

President Marj Branson 

Reminder 

Last Issue? 
If you have not paid your dues, this will 
be the last issue of our newsletter you 
will receive until your dues are current.  

Individual: dues are  $25.00, couples 
are $30.00 

See Memberships page 3 for details. 
Please make checks payable to Conejo Valley 
Bonsai Society. 
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Conejo Valley Bonsai 
Society Meetings 
Westlake Village City Hall 
Community Room 
31200 Oakcrest Drive 
Westlake Village, CA 91361 
7:30 PM – 9:00 PM 
3RD Thursday of every month  
Note: Bonsai Basics Classes 
& Workshops have been sus-
pended. 

2011 

January 20 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Class: Bonsai History & Styles 
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: ROY NAGATOSHI / Grafting 

February 17 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Workshop 
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by  
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

March 17 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Class: Basics of Design  
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Ted Matson / Repotting Boxwood 

April 21 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Workshop 
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

May 19 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Class: Shaping with Wire  
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Kathy Benson / Crapemyrtle 

June 16 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Workshop 
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

July 21 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Workshop 
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES  

August 18 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Class: Soils & Fertilizers  
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: CESAREO PEREZ / Bonsai Displays 

September 15 

6:00 PM – 9:30 PM:  
Workshop to Prepare Trees for Exhibition  
(Maximum 3 trees per person) 
BRING THE TREES YOU PLAN TO EXHIBIT 

October 1 – 2 
8TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
Gardens of the World 

October 20 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Class: Potting & Repotting 
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Jim Barrett /Proper Pot Selection 

November 17 
6:00 PM Bonsai Basics Workshop 
7:30 PM Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

NOTE: NEW DATE 
December 12 

HOLIDAY POTLUCK  
7:30 PM  

Bonsai Basics classes and workshops are open to every member at all levels of experience. They are 
designed to be introductory for newcomers and refreshers for more experienced bonsai hobbyists. 

CVBS Programs 
2012 

January 19 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

February 16 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
DEMONSTRATION: Bob Pressler/Soils & Transplanting 

March 15 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

April 19 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Ted Matson / Yaupon Holly  

May 17 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

June 21 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

July 19 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Kathy Benson / Crapemyrtle 

August 16 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES  

September 20 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
DEMONSTRATION: Roy Nagatoshi / Critique for Show 
BRING TREES YOU PLAN TO EXHIBIT 

October 6 – 7 
9TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
Gardens of the World 

October 18 
7:30PM : Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

November 15 
7:30PM : Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Al Nelson / Oaks 

December 10 
HOLIDAY POTLUCK 
7:30 PM  

The new CVBS Mentoring Program was launched during the January business meeting. 
Please see Larry Kimmelman or David Whiteside for more information & applications to participate. 

CVBS Programs 
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mailto:program.chair@cvbs-bonsai.org?subject=CVBS%20Programs�
mailto:publicity@cvbs-bonsai.org?subject=CVBS%20Publicity�
mailto:refreshments@cvbs-bonsai.org?subject=CVBS%20Refreshments�
mailto:librarian@cvbs-bonsai.org?subject=CVBS%20Library�
mailto:website@cvbs-bonsai.org?subject=CVBS%20Website�
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S ince our meetings are sometimes well 
past the middle of the month, we will 

attempt to include information that is impor-
tant for the next month as well. This time of 
year can be a very busy one for those of us 
with deciduous trees. 

Deciduous trees need 
constant attention to keep 
upper growth in balance 
with the middle growth 
and the lower areas. Cut 
long shoots in the tops of 
maples, elms and espe-
cially zelkova, to one or 
two nodes or leaves.  

Rub off unwanted 
sprouts before they de-
velop into shoots. Prune 
for shape and remove 
large leaves that block 
sunlight to the interior of 
the tree. 

From now on our 
task should be to encour-
age ramification, shape 
and health. Fertilize your trees with slow-
acting fertilizers or time-release plant food. It 
is better to feed a little more often, than a lot 
once in a while. 

Resist candle pruning your black pine 

bonsai until June or later. Black pine in grow-
ing containers that need more development 
can be candle pruned in May. 

Repotting—bonsai pot to bonsai pot—
can still be done safely, especially pomegran-

ate, most ficus, elms, wis-
teria, junipers, and azal-
eas. Olives can be potted, 
or if you wish, they can be 
worked on now. 
     Watch for powdery 
mildew on maples, quince, 
crabapples, and crepe 
myrtle. Watch for aphids 
and spider mites. They 
will be very active this 
year. If your trees are 
infested with black ants, 
chances are you have 
aphids or scale. 
     Keep after the trees 
you want to show [at the 
Descanso Bonsai Society’s 
exhibition—some CVBS 
members have dual mem-

berships and display in Descanso’s show] in 
June. A little work often will save a lot of 
work later on, and the tree will look super.  

Be on the lookout for quality display 
stands, slabs, etc. 

Refreshments 

2012 Volunteers 

Jill Peters 

T hanks to last month’s refresh-
ment volunteers, Ken Martin 

and Ann Lofquist, for providing 
nutritional support during meeting 
work time. We are grateful for the 
energy boost! 

This month Frank Greenway is 
bringing Eats/Sweets and I am 
bringing cold drinks. We'll call each 
other as a reminder! 

It is always difficult, sometimes 
impossible, for members who are 
coming straight to our meetings 
from work to bring cold drinks. 
Would those who do not work ’till 
5:00 PM generously volunteer for 
drinks? That would be greatly ap-
preciated as we are always needy in 
the cold drinks volunteer category 
and we will be getting thirstier as 
summer approaches. Thank you so 
much! 

2012 Refreshments 

 Cold 
Drinks 

Eats / 
Sweets 

April Jill  
Peters 

Frank 
Greenway 

May 
Don & 
Kathy 
Stevens  

Bruce 
MacLaughlin 

June Tony 
Castagna 

Grace Sy & 
Al Espinoza 

July Volunteer 
Needed  

Mike  
Mulhern  

Aug Volunteer 
Needed  

Volunteer 
Needed 

Sept Volunteer 
Needed  

Volunteer 
Needed  

Oct Volunteer 
Needed  

Volunteer 
Needed  

Nov Volunteer 
Needed  

Volunteer 
Needed  

Dec 
HOLIDAY 
POTLUCK 

HOLIDAY 
POTLUCK 

 Jim Barrett 

CVBS Membership 

Mentor Program Under Way—Come Join Us! 
By Larry Kimmelman 

T he Conejo Valley Bonsai Society’s 
newest membership benefit—the 

Mentor Program—is well under way. The 
program has had good, solid reviews so 
far, and early mentor/protégé feedback is 
very positive. If you have any questions 
about the program, please contact me. 

Some members have not yet paid 
their 2012 membership dues. Editor 
David Whiteside reminds us that this will 
be the last issue of the newsletter nonpaid 
members will receive. Dues must be up-
to-date before the May issue comes out 
to maintain service without interruption. 

Meanwhile, whether you are a visitor 
to our website, a reader of our newslet-

ter, a guest at a monthly meeting, or have 
already decided to join our club, there are 
effectively no barriers to entry. Annual 
dues are $25 for one, $30 for couples. 

Our monthly meetings are held on 
the third Thursday of every month, start-
ing at 7:30 PM, in the Westlake Village 
City Hall (located at 31200 Oakcrest 
Drive, Westlake Village, CA 91361).  

To join our club, please bring your 
check (made out payable to the Conejo 
Valley Bonsai Society) to our next 
monthly meeting, or mail it to: Larry 
Kimmelman, CVBS Membership Chair, 
2727 Autumn Ridge Drive, Thousand 
Oaks, CA 91362. 

Barrett’s Bonsai Tips 

Busy Time for Deciduous Bonsai 
By Jim Barrett 
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Here’s All You 
Were Afraid To 
Ask About the  
Club Library 
Larry Kimmelman 

Are you aware our club 
has a wide array of bonsai 
books, magazines, and arti-
cles?  

Members are welcome 
to borrow club library 
materials for a month at a 
time, and we only ask that 
the borrowed materials be 
returned at the next club 
meeting. Please note we 
also have novice books 
that provide bonsai basics 
to help our newer mem-
bers get off to a good 
start.  

We are also exploring 
the expansion of library 
resource materials to in-
clude bonsai instructional 
DVDs—a couple are on 
order. We also have a gal-
lery of 8,000 images of 
Walter Pall bonsai. Feel 
free to peruse our library 
or ask questions at any 
meeting. 

March Niche 
Triple Trunk Chinese Elm 
 
The March CVBS niche display tree was a triple trunk Chinese elm (Ulmus parvifolia) owned by David White-
side. He comments: 
“This Chinese elm was field-grown in China and shipped to the U.S. Although I have imposed some bonsai 
refinement, I have tried to let it retain some of the more naturalistic flavor of a penjing..” 

2012 Niche Displays 

April 
Grace 
Sy 

May 
Larry 
Kimmelman 

June 
Eric 
Schrader 

July 
Volunteer 
Needed 

August 
Volunteer 
Needed 

Sept. 
Volunteer 
Needed 

I n the Niche Program, club members 
set up a mini exhibition display. Such a 

display consists of: 
• The tree in a nice bonsai pot 
• An accent plant 
• A stand 

All these items are important to create 
the balance for a good display. We aspire 
to present the best display possible for 
everyone’s pleasure and edification, so the 
niche is often assembled by one of the 
more experienced members. However, it 
is also our desire to give less experienced 
bonsai hobbyists an opportunity to learn by 

doing. So if any less experienced member 
feels his/her trees are not ready for a fin-
ished display, it is worthwhile to create a 
display that is a work-in-progress. It will be 
up to the club member to determine which 
category his/her display falls into, and then 
the work-in-progress display can become 
the talking point of work done, work in-
tended, and suggestions from the floor. 

We encourage all members to sign up 
for the niche display! Please have a look at 
the calendar and let us know when you 
would like to present your display. 

—Marj Branson 

CVBS Niche Display 

Our Niche Display Program  
Is for Members of All Levels 

Photo by D
avid W

illiam
s 
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B ob Pressler, owner of Kimura Bonsai Nursery on Roscoe 
Boulevard in Northridge, has been interested in Bonsai 

since the age of 10. His experience showed in his demonstra-
tion at the Conejo Valley Bonsai Society’s February meeting. 
Bob’s subject was transplanting. 

Bob said when folks work on a tree in a class or do a dem-
onstration, both with a time constraint, the transplanting or 
repotting is done in the last few minutes as kind of an after-
thought. He argued that repotting is important enough to re-
quire more planning and time than allowed in these situations. 

He emphasized that the first things that need to be done 
are to get the tools, soil, and pots ready. This has to be done 
before removing the tree from its container. Two or more pots 
should be made ready in the event the tree won’t fit or doesn’t 
look right in the first choice. 

Screen to retain soil should already be wired over the 
drainage holes. Bob always wires the tree in the pot so the new 
tender roots will not get damaged by a loose tree getting 
bumped. He normally uses 2 mm aluminum wire to do this on 
medium-sized trees. 

The first tree he chose to transplant was a foemina juniper 
(Juniperus chinesis foemina) in a nursery can. Bob propagated 

CVBS Program 

Bob Pressler Demonstrates Transplanting,  
Potting, and Repotting Bonsai 
By Ken Martin 

 

Bob Pressler checks the foemina juniper’s rootball and nebari to see how much 
of it can be removed (right). When he has reduced the rootball to a size that will 
fit in the pot—and combed it out so it has plenty of horizontal roots, Bob prepares 
to wire it into the pot (below left). Once the tree is wired in and soil has been 
added, a chopstick is used to eliminate air pockets (below right). 
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this tree from a cutting. 
After poking around the base with his fingers, he com-

mented it had a nice nebari. He combed the surface roots with a 
chopstick to make sure there were adequate roots growing 

horizontally from the base. There were. Now he could safely pot 
the tree in a shallower container. He cut the bottom of the root 
ball off leaving about 3 inches. 

Bob bareroots deciduous trees when transplanting, but 
doesn’t bareroot pines or junipers. If you want to replace old 
soil around the roots of a pine or juniper, he said you can divide 
the root ball into imaginary quadrants and then repot yearly and 
bareroot a different quadrant each year for four years. In the 
end, the entire tree has been barerooted without significant risk. 

Bob transplants deciduous trees in January and February 
because he feels he can be more aggressive trimming the roots 
of the dormant tree without harm. He tends to repot young 
bonsai every year for several years because this is the fastest 
growing stage of the life of a tree. 

Since he has several thousand trees in his nursery, he 
pointed out that he cannot afford to routinely use akadama as 
part of his soil mix. He uses a mix of 80 percent scoria and pum-
ice with 20 percent redwood bark. For his older, most valuable 
specimen pines and junipers, he does use a mix containing aka-
dama. 

He suggested using a separate set of scissors for root prun-
ing because the grit on the roots will quickly dull sharp scissors 
needed to trim branches. 

Bob took quite a bit of time carefully combing and trimming 
the remaining root ball down to 6 inches in diameter and 2 
inches deep, getting rid of larger-diameter roots, especially those 
directly under the base of the tree. 

He put a mound of soil mix in the prepared pot, situated the 
tree in the pot where he wanted it, and then wired it in. He put 

some small tubing on the wires 
that were directly over promi-
nent roots to protect them 
from being damaged by the 
wire. 
     First he tightened the for-
ward and aft wires left to right 
by pulling the twisted wires 
with his pliers to get rid of any 
slack, then releasing the ten-
sion and twisting to tighten. 
This prevents the problem of 
breaking wires when pulling 
and twisting at the same 
time.The twisted connection 
was closer to the right side of 
the pot in the forward tie and 
closer to the left side in the aft 
tie. Each tie had a 3 inch or so 
tail. 
     Second he took a short 
piece of wire and connected it 
to the aft tie on the right side 
of the pot and pulled and 
twisted it to the forward tail. 
He repeated this on the left 
side. When finished, this tree 
was very secure in the pot. 
     After adding the remaining 
soil, Bob pushed his chopstick 
into the soil several places and 
used a rotary motion to get 

rid of air pockets. He followed this closely with his fingers to 
firm the soil.  

He then used a small trowel to firm the top of the soil being 
careful to leave the soil a ¼ inch or so below the lip of the pot 
so water will not carry soil out of the pot. He graciously donated 
this tree in its pot to the club. 

Since the first tree he transplanted was from a can to a pot, 
for his second tree he chose to repot a bonsai back into its old 
container. To do this he brought a yaupon holly (Ilex vomitoria) in 
a shallow oval pot (see photo this page). 

He had propagated this tree from a cutting. Bob said he 
thinks yaupon holly is underutilized as bonsai material. Both the 
male and female have small leaves and white blossoms in the 
spring and the female has small red berries in the fall and winter. 
The tree is easy to grow. 

He spent a lot of time combing and trimming the very desir-
able thick mat of fine roots on this tree to reduce the diameter 
and depth of the root ball by approximately one third to one half 

In contrast to the first tree taken from a nursery pot, there 
were no large roots to prune pack. He then repotted the tree 
using the same process and techniques as the first tree again 
spending a fair amount of time tamping to firm the top of the 
soil. 

(Continued from page 6) 

This yaupon holly’s roots were ready for some refreshing, so Bob Pressler pulled it from its pot, trimmed  
and worked as much as is safe on the rootball, and now is preparing to repot it back into the same pot.  
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  Coming Events (click on the hyperlinks to visit Web sites or send e-mails) 
2012 

April 

April 11 – 15, 2012 / Garden Grove, California 
California Bonsai Society: 55th Convention and Show at the Crown Plaza Anaheim 
Resort, 12021 Harbor Blvd., and starring the iron men of Naka, Frank Goya, Harry Hirao, 
Shig Miya, Ben Oki, and Richard Ota. Also featuring Tomohiro Masumi, Ryan Neil, and 
Cheryl Manning, Kenji Miyata, David Nguy, Kathy Shaner, and the members of CBS. There 
will be workshops, demonstrations, auctions, drawings, a huge vendor area and prizes & 
awards for early registrations. For registration information contact Elizabeth Partch at 
elizabethpartch@yahoo.com. 

April 14 – 15 / Sacramento, California 
American Bonsai Association, Sacramento: 53rd Annual Spring Show at the Shepard 
Garden and Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Ave, Sacramento, CA. Show hours are Saturday 
10:00 AM and 5:00 PM, Sunday 10:00 AM and 4:00 PM.Â  Demonstration each day at 1:30 
PM by John Thompson followed by a raffle of bonsai (includes the demonstration tree) 
and bonsai related material  There is a large vendor area with club member trees, pots, 
etc. For information contact Greg McDonald at Gregandleeanne@comcast.net, by phone 
at 530-642-2521, or visit our website at http://abasbonsai.org/. 

April 21 – 22, 2012 / Palo Alto, CA 
Kusamura Bonsai Club: 52nd Annual Show at the Lucie Stern Community Center, 1305 
Middlefield Road. Admission is free. Show hours are Saturday: 12 Noon - 5PM, and 
Sunday: 11AM - 5PM. There will be demonstrations, raffles, and club member tree sales 
both days. Guest demonstrator to be announced. For more information, contact Rita Curbow at 408-732-4957 or kusamura@gsbf-
bonsai.org. 

April 21 - 22, 2012 / San Jose, California 
San Jose Betsuin Bonsai Club: 42nd Anniversary Exhibition at the San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin, 640 N. 5th Street, San Jose. Hours 
are Saturday, Noon and 5 PM, and Sunday 11 AM and 4 PM. Demonstrations featuring Harry Hirao, "Mr. California Juniper" will be held 
at 1 PM on both days. At the conclusion of each demonstration the tree will be raffled off. Plants and bonsai materials will be available 
for sale. Free admission. For more information, contact Ken Azuma, 408-730-4506 or kennethazuma@sbcglobal.net. 

April 26 – 29, 2012 / Costa Mesa, California 
Orange Empire Bonsai Society: Bonsai Exhibition at the 23rd Annual Spring Garden Show at the South Coast Plaza, 3333 Bear Street. 
The show dates and times are Thursday and Friday from 10AM-9PM, Saturday from 10AM-8PM and Sunday 11AM-6:30PM. There will 
be a traditional display of bonsai trees with accent plants, along with an ongoing bonsai trimming demonstration. Al Nelson will conduct 
a saikei workshop seminar. The date and time are forthcoming. For more information please contact David Nadzam at 
dnadzam@socal.rr.com or 714-345-6966.  

April 28-29, 2012 / San Diego, California 
San Diego Bonsai Club: Annual Spring Show and Sale at Balboa Park, Casa del Prado, Room 101. Hours are 10AM-5PM. Free parking 
and free admission. Bonsai Demonstrations daily at 11AM and 1PM. Bonsai trees, pots, and supplies for sale. For more information visit 
out website at www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com. 
May  

May 5, 2012 / Jackson, California 
Amador Bonsai Society: Peoples' Choice Show in conjunction with the Sierra Madre Garden Show at the Amador Senior Center, 229 
New York Ranch Road. Show hours are 10AM-4PM. Free Admission. A bonsai demonstration will be offered. 

May 5 & 6, 2012 / Sacramento, California  
66th Annual Sacramento Bonsai Club Show: Sacramento Buddhist Church, 2401 Riverside Blvd., May 5 (12-5pm) & 6 (10-4pm). 
Demonstrations both days, 2 pm, by Boon Manatikivipart, followed by benefit drawings. Free admission, plant and tree sales. 

May 6, 2012 / Watsonville, California 
38th Annual Watsonville Bonsai Show, Watsonville Buddhist Temple 423 Bridge St. Exhibit opens at 10:00 am, with demonstration at 
2:00 PM. A small donation is requested. For information contact Dave Dierking at 831-338-2771 / dcdierking@yahoo.com. 
June 

June 2 – 3, 2012 / San Mateo, CA 
Sei Boku Bonsai Kai-29th Annual Show at the San Mateo Garden Center, 605 Parkside Way, next to Beresford Park. Admission is free. 
Saturday and Sunday 10 AM - 4 PM. Demonstrations from 1 - 3 PM both days. Saturday demonstration will be by Steve Iwaki and 
Sunday by Steve Jang. Door prizes, vendor sales, and member plant sales will be featured. There will also be Dr. Bonsai to answer 
questions regarding bonsai care. 

 
What: Conifer Study Group 

Work on your bonsai independently  
or with other participants 

Study Subject: Repotting Bonsai 
Learn by potting your tree or observe others 
Note: March was rained out, so if the 
weather forecast holds this weekend, the 
group will do potting as planned for March. 
Cost: Attendance is free 
Who: Shig Hayashi, Moderator 
Contact: shayashi99@hotmail.com 
When: 12:30 – 4:30 PM 
3rd Sunday of the Month 

(If rained out, 4th Sunday) 
Date: April 15, 2012 
Where: California Bonsai Studio 
 4015 N. Moorpark Rd. 
 Thousand Oaks, CA 
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