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Conejo Valley Bonsai
Society Meetings
Westlake Village City Hall
Community Room
31200 Oakcrest Drive
Westlake Village, CA 91361
3rd Thursday of the Month
7:30 PM – 9:00 PM
Visit Our Website
www.cvbs-bonsai.org
Follow Us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/
conejovalleybonsaisociety

A member of the Golden State Bonsai Federation

President’s Message

CVBS’s Full Fall Dance Card
By Marj Branson

T

he year is quickly passing us by. We had a busy first
half, and I would like to preview upcoming activities
for the balance of the year:
August Swap Meet
Have a look through your collection of bonsai trees,
pots, tools, accessories, etc. and see what you would like
to part with. In past years, there have been some very good
bargains available, so come prepared to trade or barter.
September Peer Critiques
We will have our second peer critique session of the
year at our September meeting. The club’s annual exhibition is fast approaching (see below), so the idea is for Marj Branson
members to bring in trees they are planning to show to get help with any fine tuning
that may be needed.
CVBS Annual Exhibition
Our 15th Annual Exhibition at the Gardens of the World in Thousand Oaks is
scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, October 6 and 7. Setup will be on Friday afternoon, the 5th of October. Hours of the exhibition will be 9 AM to 4 PM each day
with a demonstration in the bandstand at 1 PM both days.
We are starting to plan the exhibition and would appreciate your help. We need
all our members to contribute trees for the show and to volunteer to help with the
exhibition and demonstration each day.
Election of Officers
Each fall, Conejo Valley Bonsai Society members elect new officers, who serve
for the following 12 months. The process begins at our October meeting, when the
president appoints a Nominating Committee. This committee presents a slate of
nominees at our November meeting. If you are interested in serving on this ad hoc
committee, please let me know.
The election is for the Executive Committee, which consists of the President,
Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. The new officers will be elected during the
business section of our November meeting. The newly elected officers automatically
become the new executive committee at the end of the business meeting. The new
president appoints committee chairs in consultation with the executive committee.
GSBF Convention
CVBS is a member of the Golden State Bonsai Federation, a statewide organization of bonsai clubs. Each fall, GSBF holds a five-day extravaganza of classes, exhibitions, workshops, raffles, auctions, banquets, and a big vendors’ area where bonsai
enthusiast can find just about anything they need.
This year the convention is October 24 – 28 in Sacramento, California. Go to the
GSBF website (http://www.gsbfbonsai.org) for the schedule of activities and application form. Choice classes and workshops fill up early, so don’t delay.
Annual Potluck Dinner
On Thursday, December 20, rather than our usually monthly meeting we will
have our Annual Holiday Potluck, Raffle & Auction. This is the club’s major fundraiser, so it’s very important for all members to attend and participate. Don’t wait—
have a look at your collection now to see what you would like to contribute.
Continued on page 3
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Contact Us

CVBS Programs
2018

(Click on Email Address)

Officers

President
Marj Branson
Phone (805) 373-1330
president@cvbs-bonsai.org
Vice President
Ann Lofquist
Phone (805) 484-3140
vice.president@cvbs-bonsai.org
Treasurer
Ken Fuentes
Phone (805) 495-7480
treasurer@cvbs-bonsai.org
Secretary
Ken Martin
Phone (805) 445-9221
secretary@cvbs-bonsai.org

If you are interested in the CVBS Mentoring Program, please see
Larry Kimmelman for more information & applications to participate.

January 18

7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES

February 15

7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES

March 15

7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by
DEMONSTRATION: Ted Matson / Group Planting

April 19

7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by
DEMONSTRATION: Bob Pressler / Styling a Cedar

Committees
Advisor
Ken Fuentes
Phone (805) 495-7480
advisor@cvbs-bonsai.org
Membership Chair
Larry Kimmelman
Phone (805) 493-5103
membership.chair@cvbs-bonsai.org
Newsletter Editor
David E. Whiteside
Phone (805) 509-1830
editor@cvbs-bonsai.org
Program Chair
Nancy Smeets
Phone (213) 810-4280
program.chair@cvbs-bonsai.org
Publicity Co-Chairs
Guy & Deborah Ervin
Phone (805) 495-8688
publicity@cvbs-bonsai.org
Refreshments Chair
Denise Snavely
Phone (562) 964-9284
refreshments@cvbs-bonsai.org
Librarian
Mike Blumenberg
Phone (916) 390-1310
librarian@cvbs-bonsai.org
Field Trips & Activities
Rick Naber
Phone (818) 362-0915
activities.chair@cvbs-bonsai.org
Webmaster
Tom McGuire
website@cvbs-bonsai.org

April 21

ACTIVITY / FIELD TRIP: Nursery Crawl
Fuji Bonsai Nursery / Kimura Bonsai Nursery
Members Only. See President’s Message for details.

May 17

7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by
Workshop and PEER CRITIQUES —BRING YOUR TREES

June 21

7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by
DEMONSTRATION: Ann Erb / Pine Candling

July 19

7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES

August 16

7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by
Workshop and Swap Meet—BRING YOUR TREES

September 20

October 6 – 7

15TH ANNUAL CVBS EXHIBITION
Gardens of the World

October 18

7:30PM : Brief Meeting followed by
DEMONSTRATION: Cesareo Perez / TBD

November 15

7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES

December 20

2

7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by
PEER CRITIQUES —BRING YOUR SHOW TREES

7:30 PM
HOLIDAY POTLUCK, RAFFLE & AUCTION
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Barrett’s Bonsai Tips

Summertime Care Not So Easy
By Jim Barrett

A

hh! Good old summer. Between the heat and the not so good water, most maples
(at least mine) look pretty tired.
If the maples are healthy, consider leaf pruning
them towards the end of this month. Remove every
leaf—large, small, healthy, or shriveled. Leaving some
or pruning in stages only makes the tree try to survive on
what is left. I don’t recommend leaf pruning red or lace
leaf varieties.
If you candle pruned your black pines in June or
July, you should have many new shoots appearing at the
base of the cut-off candles. Selectively remove those
shoots that are growing vertically off horizontal branches, leaving one or two side shoots and one for the new
terminal of each branch. What you want to promote is a
fine network of twigs.
On vertical branches in the upper areas and the top
Jim Barrett
of the tree, remove the center candles, leaving one, two, or
three side shoots. On more mature trees and more intricate networks of twigs and
branches, leave fewer new shoots.
In October or November, you will want to remove some of the new growth you
left this summer.
Think about rotating your trees—especially if they are displayed against a wall or
fence. Turning them periodically will even out the growth and may prevent dieback.
Some trees are entering a semi-dormant period now and, for this reason, seem to
need less water. Don’t think that something is wrong unless the tree shows signs of
distress. Heat buildup in soil above 80 or 90 degrees tends to slow growth. This is
natural. Do not water if the soil is still wet. It takes practice and knowledge of your
plants’ needs to keep them healthy and happy. Fortunately, most plants survive most
mistakes.
If you fertilize this month, do so sparingly. I recommend a very diluted liquid
fertilizer low in nitrogen if you must fertilize.
Spraying fungicide to control powdery mildew or needle cast may also kill beneficial fungi present in soils. It’s not a bad idea to cover soil surfaces with plastic or a
portable shield to keep drips and spray off of the soil.
Wire that was put on earlier last winter or spring should be checked—especially
on deciduous trees. Remove all wire and reapply it only on those branches that do not
hold their position and shape.
No repotting except emergency repotting until this fall.
President’s Message (Continued from page 1)

First Thursdays at the Huntington
The first Thursday of each month is free for the public at the Huntington Gardens,
so it’s very busy that day. Of particular interest for CVBS members, they appreciate
docent assistance in the Bonsai Garden. Please let me know if you could help.
See you at the Thursday, August 16th, club meeting.

Refreshments

Hail Caesar

W

e have reached the eighth
month of the year and the second month to be named for a Roman
Emperor. In August we celebrate Girlfriend Day, International Beer Day,
and National Dog Day. It’s safe to say
not a big month for the greeting card
business.
September, October, and November are still waiting for someone to
step up to the plate and volunteer those
cold drinks. You still have time to sign
up at our meeting on the 16th.
We want to thank Ben Conway
for bring sweets and Marj Branson for
providing cold beverages for our August 16th meeting.
If you haven’t volunteered yet,
now is your chance! Just call me at
(818) 865-1034 or email me at refreshments@cvbs-bonsai.org.
Stay cool and enjoy this great
month.
—Denise Snavely

2018 Refreshments
Cold
Drinks

Eats /
Sweets

Aug.

Marj
Branson

Ben
Conway

Sep.

Volunteer
Needed

Dick
Winston

Oct.

Volunteer
Needed

Mike
Blumenberg

Nov.

Volunteer
Needed

Nancy
Smeets

Dec.

HOLIDAY POTLUCK,
RAFFLE & AUCTION

CVBS Membership

Interested in CVBS?

C

VBS is open to anyone interested in the horticultural art of bonsai. If you are not a member, consider joining now. We meet
on the third Thursday of every month at the Westlake Village City Hall (31200 Oakcrest Drive, Westlake Village, CA
91361). Meetings start at 7:30 PM, and include occasional demonstrations by bonsai experts, workshops, critiques, and member
swap meets.
It’s inexpensive and easy to join. Annual dues are $25 for one, or $30 for couples. Simply bring cash or a check (made payable to the Conejo Valley Bonsai Society) to our next monthly meeting. You may also mail a check to: Larry Kimmelman, CVBS
Membership Chair, 2727 Autumn Ridge Drive, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362.
—Larry Kimmelman
August 2018
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CVBS Member’s Report

Photos from Japanese Bonsai Nurseries
By Mike Blumenberg

M

y family and I recently returned from a two-week vacation
to Japan where we were able to enjoy some world-class
bonsai.
While in Tokyo, we visited Shunka-en, which is Kunio Kobayashi’s bonsai museum and nursery. We were given a thorough
tour of the museum by Adrian, one of the apprentices working
there.
Adrian is from Germany and is spending his gap year between high school and university learning the art of bonsai from
one of the world’s foremost bonsai artists. He explained that the
life of an apprentice is busy from dawn to dusk, six days a week.
Adrian showed us some beautiful trees, several exhibited in
the tokonoma (recess or alcove) of a traditional Japanese home.
We also saw intriguing suiseki (viewing stones) and a juniper
recently purchased by Jeff Bezos (CEO of Amazon.com).
While in Kyoto, we visited another bonsai nursery, which
specializes in shohin bonsai, or very small trees in pots. The picture of the trident maple (bottom right, page 5) is a good example Mike at the entrance to Shunka-en
of the size of most of these bonsai. This tree had a trunk that was
about the size of my thumb and cost 35,000 yen (or about $350).
The trees at both nurseries were amazing, but I also enjoyed
seeing bonsai decorating the front porches of private homes as we
walked through different neighborhoods.

Photos by Mike Blumenberg

An overview of Shunka-en

Suiseki at Shunka-en

The Jeff Bezos bonsai
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Windswept maple at Shunka-en

Juniper at Shunka-en
Pine (maybe white) at Shunka-en

A bench full of shohin bonsai

Juniper displayed within the tokonoma at Shunka-en

Species unknown:
maybe a maple

August 2018

The shohin nursery guard dog
Trident maple

Conejo Valley Bonsai Society

5

CVBS Niche Displays

Our Niche Display Program

2018 Niche
Displays

I

n the Niche Program, club members set up a mini exhibition display. Such a display
consists of:
 The tree in a nice bonsai pot
 An accent plant
 A stand
All these items are important to create the balance for a good display. We aspire to
present the best display possible for everyone’s pleasure and edification, so the niche is
often assembled by one of the more experienced members. However, it is also our desire to
give less experienced bonsai hobbyists an opportunity to learn by doing. So if any less experienced member feels his/her trees are not ready for a finished display, it is worthwhile to
create a display that is a work-in-progress. It will be up to the club member to determine
which category her/his display falls into, and then the work-in-progress display can become
the talking point of work done, work intended, and suggestions from the floor.
We encourage all members to sign up for the niche display! Please have a look at your
2018 calendar and let us know when you would like to present your display.
—Marj Branson

August

Dick
Winston

Sept.

Volunteer
Needed

Oct.

Larry
Kimmelman

Nov.

Volunteer
Needed

Dec.

No Niche:
Holiday Potluck

Library

Check Out the CVBS Library

T

he Conejo Valley Bonsai Society has an extensive library of books, magazines,
and DVDs available for members to borrow at no charge. The collection is available for your review at each monthly meeting. Material may be borrowed for a month at
a time, so take home a book or DVD from our next meeting and return it at the following meeting. If you have any questions regarding the CVBS Library, please contact me
at librarian@cvbs-bonsai.org.
Book of the Month
Saikei and Art: Miniature Landscapes
Our next ‘Book of the Month’ is Saikei and Art: Miniature Landscapes, by Lew Butler. Saikei are miniature living landscapes, similar to bonsai in that both feature trees, but saikei typically require four elements: multiple trees, stones, water (or representations of water), and plants other than trees. Also, saikei
display the root crowns above the lip of the pot (in contrast to most bonsai, which typically have root
crowns below). All of these elements can be seen in this picture (right) of a saikei from the book. This
terrific book explains the history of saikei, provides guidance on how to create a saikei, explains the principles and rules associated with the creation of saikei, and in-depth discussion of several saikei inspired
by California’s varied landscapes. Check it out at our next club meeting.
—Mike Blumenberg

Bonsai Volunteer Summer Hours at the Huntington

T

ed Matson continues to organize volunteer work weekends at the Huntington Gardens (see
table, right). Work is on bonsai trees in both the Golden State Bonsai Federation’s collection
and the Huntington’s own collection. There are two weekends planned each month from July
through September. All levels of bonsai knowledge are welcome and sometimes he has mini teaching sessions, so no one feels overextended.
“Again, parking is available at the Ikebana House lot. You’re responsible for any lunch you
need, water will be provided,” Ted said. “Bring your own tools, but if you don’t have any, we have
tools to lend. We’ll start at 8 AM, so we will be able to work in the cooler parts of the morning as
we move into summer.”
If you are interested, please let me know or contact Ted at tmatson@earthlink.net.
—Marj Branson
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2018
Work Dates
June 23 – 24
July 14 – 15

July 28 – 29
August 11 – 12
August 25 – 26
September 15 – 16
September 29 – 30

August 2018

July Niche

Trident Maple from a CVBS Nursery Crawl
Editor’s Note: David Whiteside provided this trident maple for the niche exhibit at CVBS’s July 2018
meeting. Here’s what David says about his “nursery crawl” bonsai.

I

purchased this trident maple (Acer buergerianum) during a Conejo Valley Bonsai Society nursery crawl in January
2006. We visited a number of area nurseries that day, and I acquired this tree at Roy Nagatoshi’s Fuji Bonsai Nursery in
Sylmar, CA. I paid a mere $45 for the tree, which I initially styled during a class with Ted Matson in March of that year.
After styling, I moved it from its nursery container into a terra cotta pot, where it remained until February 2009, when I
moved it into a oval brown bonsai pot. It was most recently repotted into the current oval pot in March 2018. I like oval
pots for this tree because they seem to go well with the soft curves of its trunk. I use a soil mix of equal parts Turface ®,
Dry Stall, and scoria (lava rock). The accent plant is a La Chiquita false heather (Cuphea ‘La Chiquita’), which I acquired
at my local Green Thumb nursery for $3.99. Its tiny blooms scale well with the tree and indicate that this is summer. The
accent pot was made for me by Ann Christiansen, a Seattle-area potter. (Disclosure: Ann is my sister—the pot was a gift.)
For the future, I would like a better color combination between the stand and the bonsai pot. Also, the tree’s nebari, which
currently has an aerial root, needs development, which I plan to do either by thread-grafting trident whips at the base or air
layering above the aerial root.
—David Whiteside

Photo by David Williams
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Coming Events

(Click on the Addresses to visit Websites or send Emails)

2018
August
August 18 – 19, 2018, Los Angeles, California
Nampu Kai: Annual Bonsai Exhibition at Nisei Week, George J. Doizaki Gallery on the main floor of the Japanese American Community Cultural Center, 244 South San Pedro Street, Los Angeles. The exhibit will feature 30 masterpiece bonsai, with displays from
long-time Nampu Kai members as well as a selection of find bonsai from other accomplished artists and teachers in California. The
trees will be shown “gallery style,” with no tables or accents, just bonsai on white pedestals against a white background. Hours: 10
AM—5 PM both days.
August 25 – 26, 2018, Santa Rosa, California
Redwood Empire Bonsai Society (REBS): 35th Annual show at the Santa Rosa Veterans Memorial Building, 1351 Maple Avenue.
Show hours are 10 AM to 5 PM on Saturday and 10 AM to 4 PM on Sunday with demonstration by Bonsai Master Artist Kathy
Shaner from 1 to 3 PM both days. Demo trees will be raffled. See the largest bonsai exhibition. Large bonsai vendor and member
sales. Exciting silent auctions or “buy it now.” Free refreshments by the Bonsai café. Free admission and parking. For more information visit our website www.rebsbonsai.org or contact Bob Shimon at (707) 884-4126 or shimon@mcn.org.

September
September 6 – 9, 2018 Santa Ana, California
Kofu Bonsai Kai: 2018 Bonsai Fest at the Bowers Museum - John M. Lee Court, 2002 N. Main St., Daily 10 AM - 4 PM, Featuring
bonsai trees of the members of Kofu Bonsai Kai and special presentations by noted speakers (names, dates and times to be
announced). Free entrance to bonsai area. Access to other museum exhibits requires admission ticket. Questions? Call the museum at
(714) 567-3695 or email Michael Walsh at michaeljwalsh@outlook.com. Final speaker and presentation schedules will be posted on
the Bowers Museum Website: http://www.bowers.org/ and Kofu Bonsai Kai: http://www.bowers.org/
September 22, 2018 San Andreas, California
Mother Lode Bonsai Club: 4th Annual Bonsai Exhibition at the San Andreas Public Library, 1299 Gold Hunter Road (off Mt. Ranch
Rd.). Show hours are 10 AM - 4 PM with demonstration by bonsai artist Joan Scroggs at 1 PM and benefit prize drawing
immediately following. Vendor and member bonsai-related items will be available for sale. Open to the public with free admission
and parking. For more info, contact Richard McKinstry (209) 288-2330 or email richardwandr@aol.com. Visit club website at
www.motherlodebonsai.org.
September 29 – 30, 2018 San Diego, California
San Diego Bonsai Club: Annual Fall Show at the Casa Del Prado, Room 101, Balboa Park. Show hours are 10 AM – 5 PM with
demonstrations at 11 AM and 1 PM on both days. Show is free and is open to the public. We will be selling bonsai and bonsairelated items (bonsai, pre-bonsai, bonsai pots, and others). For more information, please visit sandiegobonsaiclub.com.

October
October 6, 2018 Cupertino, California
Midori Bonsai Club: 57th Annual Bonsai Show at the Quinlan Community Center, 10185 N. Stelling Road. Show hours are 10 AM
– 5 PM with a bonsai demonstration by Jonas Dupuich at 1:30 PM. The demonstration tree will be raffled off at the end of the
demonstration. There will be a Beginners Workshop for those new to bonsai. A tree will be provided along with basic instruction.
The workshop will begin at 10 AM, with a nominal fee. We will also be available to take a look, and advise you on any bonsai you'd
like to bring in. There will be several bonsai vendors to supply you with plant material, tools, pots, etc, and a club member's plant
sale. Admission is free, with plenty of parking available. Come join us for a fun day of bonsai! For further information contact: Jack
Christiansen (408) 280-7539, or Jackchristiansen@sbcglobal.net
October 6 – 7, 2018 Thousand Oaks, California
Conejo Valley Bonsai Society: 15th Annual Exhibition. At the Resource Center of the Gardens of the World, 2001 Thousand Oaks
Boulevard Thousand Oaks, CA 91362—across from the Civic Arts Plaza. Hours are 9 AM—4 PM both days. Demonstrations both
days in the grandstand at 1 PM. Free admission. No sales of bonsai related items. For information, call Marj Branson at (805) 3731330 or visit our website at www.cvbs-bonsai.org.
October 24 – 28, 2018 Sacramento, California
Golden State Bonsai Federation: Convention 41 “Creativity taking Flight” held at the McClellan Conference Center. Registration
begins July 1st online at http://www.gsbfconvention.org/ for Convention, Workshops, Seminars, Excursions, etc. GSBF
recommended lodging is Lion’s Gate Hotel at McClellan Park. This year's headliners are Yasuo Mitsuya, Suthin Sukosolvisit, and
Bjorn Bjorholm. Please join GSBF and Yasuo Mitsuya’s esteemed students in honoring Mitsuya-san for his influence on bonsai in
the modern era. Hosting Yasuo Mitsuya’s visit are: Kathy Shaner, Hideko Metaxas, Boon Manakitivipart, Kenji Miyata, Cheryl
Manning, David DeGroot, Gordon Deeg.
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