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Conejo Valley Bonsai 
Society Meetings 

Westlake Village City Hall 
Community Room 
31200 Oakcrest Drive 
Westlake Village, CA 91361 
3rd Thursday of the Month 
7:30 PM – 9:00 PM 

O ur September meeting was a demonstration by 
David and June Nguy of West America Trading 

Company. (See page 4 for Ken Martin’s report.) 
They worked on two of the four trees that recently 
were donated to our club. Both trees were very over-
grown. David and June turned them into the start of 
beautiful bonsai with great bases. These trees will be 
part of our holiday auction. So save up! 

Our October meeting will be a demonstration by 
Tom Vuong. Tom will be working on an olive. He 
has many very large olive trees in his collection. It 
should be a great night. 

The first weekend of October we held our 13th 
Annual Bonsai Exhibition and Demonstrations at the 
Gardens of the World in 
Thousand Oaks. We had 
a very busy weekend with 
many visitors. 

On Saturday Ken 
Fuentes did both demon-
strations and helped our 
visitors as the bonsai tree 
“doctor.” On Sunday Ken 
Martin did a demonstra-
tion in the morning and in 
the afternoon Ann 
Lofquist did a talk on 
Bonsai 101, which in-
cluded sample trees. On 
Sunday Norm Nason—
assisted by David Wil-
liams, Ken Martin, and 
Dav id  Whi tes ide—
photographed all of the 
members’ trees; those 
photos will be appearing 
in future issues of our 
newsletter. 

We will have a brief 
post-exhibition critique at 
our next meeting. I would 
like to thank everyone for 
providing your trees for our 
exhibition and for your 

President’s Message 

Fall Show Recap: Success! 
By Marj Branson 

Marj Branson 

© 2016 Conejo Valley Bonsai Society 

This foemina juniper forest (above) won the 
People’s Choice Award at CVBS’s 13th Annual 
Exhibition on October 1 – 2. The winning 
group planting is by Marj Branson. 

Continued on page 8 
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Contact Us 
(Click on Email Address) 
Officers 
President 
Marj Branson 
Phone (805) 373-1330 
president@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Vice President 
Ann Lofquist 
Phone (805) 484-3140 
vice.president@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Treasurer 
Ken Fuentes 
Phone (805) 495-7480 
treasurer@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Secretary 
Ken Martin 
Phone (805) 445-9221 
secretary@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Advisor 
Ken Fuentes 
Phone (805) 495-7480 
advisor@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Committees 
Membership Chair 
Larry Kimmelman 
Phone (805) 493-5103 
membership.chair@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Newsletter Editor 
David E. Whiteside 
Phone (805) 509-1830 
editor@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Program Chair 
Al Espinoza 
Phone (818) 284-1693 
program.chair@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Publicity Co-Chairs 
Guy & Deborah Ervin 
Phone (805) 495-8688 
publicity@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Refreshments Chair 
Grace Sy 
Phone (818) 915-8545 
refreshments@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Librarian 
Larry Kimmelman 
Phone (805) 493-5103 
librarian@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Field Trips & Activities 
Rick Naber 
Webmaster 
Tom McGuire 
website@cvbs-bonsai.org 

CVBS Programs 
2016 

If you are interested in the CVBS Mentoring Program, please see  
Larry Kimmelman for more information & applications to participate. 

January 21 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

February 18 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

March 17 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Bob Pressler / Tree Critique 
BRING ONE TREE FOR BOB TO CRITIQUE! 

April 21 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

May 19 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

June 16 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Ann Lofquist / Create a Tanuki Graft 

July 21 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

August 18 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop and Swap Meet—BRING YOUR TREES 

September 15 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
DEMONSTRATION: David Nguy / Juniper  

October 1 & 2 13TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
Gardens of the World 

October 20 7:30PM : Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Tom Vuong / Olive 

November 17 7:30PM : Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

December 15 HOLIDAY POTLUCK, RAFFLE & AUCTION 
7:30 PM  
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Barrett’s Bonsai Tips 

Clean Up Black Pine, Juniper 
By Jim Barrett 

Refreshments 

Halloween! 

H ellooooowennn  is almost here, 
and cool days are coming up! 

Treat yourself to eats and sweets! 
Many thanks to our September 

volunteers, Nancy Smeets, who 
brought cold drinks, and Ken Fuentes 
for the eats. Also to Marj Branson, 
who set up the coffee compliments of 
CVBS.  

Please do not hesitate to contact 
me and join the Refreshments Cor-
ner! It’s easy—just contact me at 
graesym@yahoo.com or call (818) 
915-8545. 

Thanks everyone! 
—Grace Sy 

CVBS Membership 

Interested in CVBS? 
C onsider becoming a member. We meet monthly on the third Thursday of every month at the Westlake Village City Hall 

(31200 Oakcrest Drive, Westlake Village, CA 91362).  Meetings start at 7:30 PM, and include occasional demonstra-
tions by bonsai experts, workshops, critiques, and member swap meets. 

It’s inexpensive and easy to join. Annual dues are $25 for one, or $30 for couples. Simply bring cash or a check (made 
payable to the Conejo Valley Bonsai Society) to our next monthly meeting.  You may also mail it to: Larry Kimmelman, 
CVBS Membership Chair, 2727 Autumn Ridge Drive, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362. 

—Larry Kimmelman 

2016 Refreshments 

 
Cold 
Drinks 

Eats / 
Sweets 

Oct. Marj 
Branson 

Jill  
Peters 

Nov. Ken 
Martin 

Norm 
Nason 

Dec. Annual Holiday Potluck, 
Raffle & Auction 

Jan. Volunteer 
Needed 

2017 Refreshments 

Volunteer 
Needed 

O ctober is a very good month to 
clean up Japanese black pine 

and junipers. 
If you have black pine bonsai, 

finish pruning the unwanted new 
growth leaving one, two, or three 
new candles on the tips of each 
branch or twig that was pruned ear-
lier this summer. How many can-
dles you leave is determined by 
your design goals for the tree, 
whether the new growth is on the 
outer limits of the tree or in the 
interior. 

Old needles (discolored) 
should be removed. New or fresh 
needles should remain until Decem-
ber or January. Leaving these new 
healthy needles on through the fall 
should keep the tree at its best. Cut-
ting long needles shorter will allow 
sunlight to penetrate into the inte-
rior of the trees, and help to build 
stronger growth on the weak and stunted interior candles and twigs. 

Junipers may be cleaned of all dead or discolored foliage. Prune the “hanger 
downers” and the “pointer uppers” unless you plan to wire them into a more horizon-
tal position. 

October is also a good time to remove old wire and rewire for detail. 
You should be able to prune quince, apple, and ume for shape now and place 

them into their show pots, if this is a practice you follow. 
Fertilize azaleas and most flowering and fruiting bonsai with a low nitrogen, high 

phosphorous fertilizer. A 0-10-10 should work well. 
Remember to start choosing those show trees for next spring. Keep your eyes 

open for quality pots you may wish to use for these trees. 
Repotting and potting (from nursery container to bonsai pot) can be safely done 

at this time for black pine and most junipers. Repotting flowering and fruiting bonsai 
from bonsai pot to bonsai pot can be done, provided the root ball is not drastically 
disturbed and the tree is reasonably healthy. 

Pay attention to watering schedules this month and next. Keeping plants too wet 
may promote root rot, especially if the tree is not actively growing. Watch for fungus, 
spider mites, and scale. 

Jim Barrett 

mailto:graesym@yahoo.com
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CVBS Program 

Nguy Repairs a Pair of Junipers 
By Ken Martin 

F or the Conejo Valley Bon-
sai Society’s September 

2016 meeting, we asked bonsai 
master David Nguy to work on 
two junipers the club was given 
recently by a person moving out 
of the area. In the course of 
working on these trees, David 
touched on topics ranging from 
bonsai styles and basic wiring 
techniques to grafting and new 
ideas about trimming junipers. 

Both of the demonstration 
trees clearly have had little at-
tention in the past several years. 
After inspecting the two, David 
said that some “repair” work 
was in order. 

David Nguy (pronounced 
Nwee) has been a demonstrator 
at our club several times in the 
past. He and his wife, June 

San Jose juniper before David and June Nguy 
worked on it (above). 

David Nguy and his wife, June (above), with the two junipers they worked on 
during their September demo at the Conejo Valley Bonsai Society meeting. 

Trimmed San Jose juniper (above) has several likely 
locations for grafting once it is healthy. 
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Tran, have a bonsai school, Bonsai 
Jidai (www.bonsaijidai.com) in 
Chino. David is a much sought after 
instructor and demonstrator. Earlier in 
his life, he studied under such bonsai 
greats such as Harry Hirao and, in 
Japan, Masahiko Kimura. 

The first tree that David chose to 
work on was a 2-foot tall San Jose 
juniper (Juniperus chinensis “San 
Jose”)—see page 4. David liked the 
material, especially the movement in 
the trunk. He selected the front to 
emphasize this movement. He tilted 
the pot 30 degrees to the right to par-
tially hide a straight section of the 
trunk half way up the tree and to 
place the envisioned new apex over 
the nebari (base root flare).  

There was another place lower 
down in what was now the back of 
the tree that could have been the new 
apex, but David pointed out that a lot 
of the elegant curving of the trunk 
would be lost. He asked the audi-
ence’s opinion and to no one’s surprise, 
we agreed with him—use the area higher up for the apex.  

He said his work tonight would be not to style the tree but to 
cut back to repair the tree. With June’s assistance, David cut back 
a straight section of the trunk to a thin branch. He said a new 
apex will pop out of this section.  

At this point, someone asked David, “How do you know 
which branches to remove?” David explained that when you ini-
tially study a tree, you need to decide what style you want to end 
up with. Will it be an informal upright, slant, cascade, or what? 
That decision will help you decide which branches to leave and 
which can be removed.  

In an interesting aside, David suggested that in a couple of 
years this tree may be worth $200—but if grafted with shimpaku 
junipers (the scientific name for this variety is sometimes given 
as Juniperus Sargentii or Juniperus chinensis “Shimpaku”), it 
would be much more valuable. Two varieties of shimpaku are 
commonly used for grafting onto other junipers in our area: 
Kishu (more compact and green) and Itoigawa (doesn’t do as 
well in hot weather).  

Using shimpaku scions for grafting, 
David says you can graft any time between 
November and February. He recommended 
that this demonstration tree should be re-
potted in January or February of 2017, and 
then not grafted until November 2017 at the 
earliest. The tree has to be healthy for graft-
ing to be effective. He pointed to several 
places on this tree that would be good can-
didates for a graft.  

David then discussed wiring. When 
wiring two branches at a “Y,” he said, place 
the wire under the Y if you want to bring 
the two branches down and then wire one 
branch clockwise and the other counter-
clockwise.  If you don’t do this it will be 

difficult to bend both branches. Place the wire on top of the Y if 
you want to move both branches up.  

Wire should be wound on a branch at approximately 45 de-
grees. An exception would be when you approach a bend in a 
branch that you want to straighten—in this situation, be sure to 
adjust your wire so it passes directly over the outside of the bend.  

His technique of wiring a branch is to wire two branches 
with one wire when possible. Wire away from your body and use 
the thumb and forefinger of one hand to steady the branch while 
wrapping the wire with the other hand. When the wire is on the 
bottom of the branch the forefinger would move down the top of 
the branch to brace it. When the wire is wound to the top of the 
branch the thumb would move down the bottom of the branch to 
brace it. This technique should be practiced. 

Turning to the second demonstration tree, David identified it 
as a sea green juniper (Juniperus chinensis ‘sea green’)—above. 
He could tell by crushing and smelling the fragrant foliage.  

(Continued page 6) 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Sea green juniper (above) before David and June Nguy worked on it.  

David Nguy showed CVBS members the proper way to wire a branch 
(below) during his September 15 demonstration. 

http://www.bonsaijidai.com
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Again this tree could 
profit from grafting as 
the branches on this vari-
ety tend to be very long, 
thin, and flexible. It is 
not common bonsai ma-
terial. As with the San 
Jose juniper, David said 
he’s doing a repair job 
on this tree and not at-
tempting to do a styling.  

David tilted the pot 
20 degrees and sug-
gested the front to the 
audience. We agreed. 
With June’s help, David 
cut off a bar branch and 
another thick branch 
near the top. With the 
audience’s approval, he 
removed a jin pointing 
upward because the final 
composition will have all 
branches arching down.  

As with the first 
tree, this tree needs to be 
repotted in January or 
February of 2017. If graft-
ing is to be done, it should 
wait until at least November 2017, if the tree is healthy then.  

The style of this tree is a modified bunjin. Bunjin bonsai 
normally have a thin, gracefully curving trunk with most of the 
sparse branching and foliage near the top. This tree has a huge 
nebari and lower trunk, so it can be called a bunjin with a large 
base—you take what the tree gives you.  

At the end, David discussed trimming junipers. In the past, 
we here in the U.S. pinched the tips of junipers with our fingers 

when they got too long. David said a far better technique when a 
tip gets too long is to follow it back and remove the branchlet as 
most of the growth energy is in the tips. That way the tips that 
weren’t removed will continue to grow and there won’t be any 
brown tips.  

Our club was very fortunate to have David Nguy as our dem-
onstrator. He gave us an outstanding demonstration loaded with 
information and lots of practical advice.  

(Continued from page 5) 

About That Niche 
B efore David Nguy started his demonstration at the 

CVBS September meeting, he commented on the 
niche display provided by club member Nancy Smeets.  

He liked the tree but he said it is important to place 
the tree so the apex and the lower branches bend forward 
to invite the viewer in. Also the main tree should lean a 
little to the accent piece and correspondingly the accent 
piece should lean toward the tree. This creates an impor-
tant harmony.  

When he repositioned the tree and accent piece the 
result was pleasing. He also said it is important for the 
accent plant container to be a different shape than of the 
main tree.  

—Ken Martin 
 

The San Jose juniper (above) and sea 
green juniper (right) after being “repaired.” 
Note the change in attitude David Nguy 
suggested for each tree. 

The niche display pomegranate as originally ar-
ranged (right) and as rearranged by David Nguy 
(opposite page). 
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CVBS Niche Displays 

Our Niche Display Program  

September Niche 

Pomegranate for the Fall’s Cooler Weather 
Editor’s note: Nancy Smeets pro-
vided this pomegranate for the 
niche display at our club’s Sep-
tember 2016 meeting. Here is what 
Nancy says about this tree. 
 
I chose this pomegranate twin trunk be-
cause we've all been good naturedly 
enduring the drought, and it made me 
think of fall and cooler weather with the 
red and green colors. I left the dead 
branch for the niche display, but I will 
be removing it when I work on styling it 
next time.  

Thanks to David Nguy’s kind cri-
tique, I now have a better understanding 
of how to show the tree, and how to pick 
an appropriate accent “baby” to match 
the “mother”! [Note: The photograph at 
the right shows how David suggested 
arranging the tree and accent plant. The 
original arrangement appears on the op-
posite page.—Editor] 

—Nancy Smeets 
 

Photo by Norm Nason 

I n the Niche Program, club members set up a mini exhibition display. Such a display con-
sists of: 

• The tree in a nice bonsai pot 
• An accent plant 
• A stand 
All these items are important to create the balance for a good display. We aspire to pre-

sent the best display possible for everyone’s pleasure and edification, so the niche is often 
assembled by one of the more experienced members. However, it is also our desire to give 
less experienced bonsai hobbyists an opportunity to learn by doing. So if any less experi-
enced member feels his/her trees are not ready for a finished display, it is worthwhile to cre-
ate a display that is a work-in-progress. It will be up to the club member to determine which 
category his/her display falls into, and then the work-in-progress display can become the 
talking point of work done, work intended, and suggestions from the floor. 

We encourage all members to sign up for the niche display! Please have a look at your 
2017 calendar and let us know when you would like to present your display next year. 

—Marj Branson 

2016 Niche 
Displays 

Oct. Ken 
Martin 

Nov. Bob 
Pressler 

Dec. Holiday Potluck 
No Niche 

Jan. Volunteer 
Needed 

2017 Niche 
Displays 
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Coming Events (click on the hyperlinks to visit Web sites or send e-mails) 

2016 

October 

October 27 – 30, 2016, Sacramento, California 
Golden State Bonsai Federation Convention 39: A Bonsai Convergence: Gather at the Rivers, Double Tree by Hilton, 2001 Point 
West Way, Sacramento (916) 924-4900—ask for GSBF Group Code. There will be workshops, lectures, seminars, exhibits, and a 
vendors section. Headliners: Ryan Neil and Bjorn Bjornholm. More Workshops and Seminars from: Kathy Shaner, David Nguy, 
Peter Tea, and others. For more information, contact Scott Chad at scottchad@lotusbonsai.com or (530) 622-9681. Online registra-
tion begins on the GSBF website (www.gsbfconvention.org) on July 1, 2016.  
December 

December 26-30, 2016 San Marino, California 
27th Anniversary Exhibition of Viewing Stones Show at the Botanical Center of The Huntington Library & Botanical Gardens, 1151 
Oxford Road, San Marino , CA Hours are 10:30-4:30 each day. Free parking. For more information see our website aisekikai.com 
and or contact sashaichris@gmail.com 

2017 

February 

February 19 - 20, 2017 Oakland, California 
GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt: The annual Mammoth Auction and Sale Fund Raiser will be held at 666 Bellevue Ave. 
(Garden Center Building). Saturday: Auction preview at noon with Auction starting at 1 PM. Sunday: Vendor Sales start at 9 AM, 
Plant Sales start at 10 AM, and demonstrations at 1 PM. The date for this year’s event is a week earlier than in the past to let 
attendees and vendors participate in both the Mammoth and the Bonsai-a-Thon. The Bonsai Garden will be open 10 AM to 4 PM on 
Saturday and Noon to 4 PM on Sunday, so you can check out the many changes that have been made this year. For more information 
or to sell trees, email bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com and visit www.gsbf-lakemerritt.org.  
Feb. 25 – 26, 2017 San Marino, California 
Bonsai-A-Thon XXI at the Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road. This is the annual fundraiser for the 
GSBF Collection at The Huntington. Event admission is free with Bonsai-A-Thon “early bird” registration between 8 AM – 9 AM. 
Event hours are 8 AM – 4:30 PM both days. Pancake breakfast, demonstrations, lunch, bonsai exhibits, large sales area, raffle, and 
auction. For more information visit www.gsbfhuntington.com  

Library 

From Books to Magazines to DVDs . . . 

W e provide educational and instructional materials for all levels of bonsai artistry. Considering honing your skills with styl-
ing, pruning, or repotting? Interested in learning more about fertilizing or wiring? We have lots of information available, 

and at no charge to our members. Any of our resource materials may be borrowed for a month at a time. We only ask that books, 
magazines, or DVDs be returned at the next meeting. I’m always happy to answer questions about our library, and to help you 
select appropriate materials for your bonsai knowledge. 

—Larry Kimmelman 

help in working throughout the weekend. This exhibition is a big 
effort and it could not be done without many members helping 
not only with trees but also by loaning display stands and accent 
plants for the show. 

As in past years, this show included the People’s Choice 
Award, which is decided by a vote of our guests. This year nearly 
130 visitors participated in the judging. The winning bonsai was 
my forest of Foemina junipers (Juniperus chinensis “Foemina”)
—I’m deeply honored. 

Don’t forget the Golden State Bonsai Federation (GSBF) 
“Convention 39: A Bonsai Convergence: Gather at the Rivers,” 
coming up in Sacramento on October 27 – 30. If you haven’t 

registered, just go online to the GSBF website (www.gsbf-
bonsai.org) and navigate to the registration page. Several club 
members already are planning to attend—please join us! 

We are approaching the year end and don’t forget our holiday 
potluck coming up. This is our annual get-together, and con-
cludes with our annual raffle and auction. We have some very 
good trees becoming available, so mark your calendar and bring 
your cash and/or checkbook. 

At our October meeting we will be appointing a nomination 
committee for the 2017 CVBS officers. If you are able to help or 
contribute as either an officer or committee member, please let 
me know. Your help or suggestions are appreciated. 

See you Thursday October 20th. 

President’s Message (Continued from page 1) 
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