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T he end of 2016 is approaching much too quickly. 
I would like to thank everyone for making this a 

successful bonsai year! 
Our November program was a demonstration by 

Tom Vuong. It was a very good olive night with a few 
of Tom’s secrets tossed in. See Ken Martin’s report on 
page 4. 

During the November business meeting, we held 
the election of officers for 2017. I would like to thank 
the outgoing officers and committee chairs for all their 
help and support throughout the 2016 year. It would 
not be possible to carry out the club’s activities with-
out them. A special thanks to the following: 
Committees: 

• Al Espinoza for organizing the program demonstrations 
• David Whiteside, who produces this newsletter 
• Larry Kimmelman, who looks after the membership, the library, and the 

mentoring program 
• Grace Sy, who organized the refreshments for our monthly meetings 
• Guy and Deborah Ervin, who organize our publicity 
• Rack Nader for field trips and activities 
• Tom and Kiwi McGuire, who look after our website 

Officers: 
• Marj Branson – president 
• Ann Lofquist – vice president 

(Continued on page 8) 

President’s Message 

Here Comes the New Year 
By Marj Branson 

Marj Branson 

© 2016 Conejo Valley Bonsai Society 

The Conejo Valley Bonsai Society’s 13th Annual Exhibition at Gardens 
of the World on October 1 – 2, 2016 (below). Watch for detailed photos 
of the show in the next two issues of this newsletter. 
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Contact Us 
(Click on Email Address) 
Officers 
President 
Marj Branson 
Phone (805) 373-1330 
president@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Vice President 
Ann Lofquist 
Phone (805) 484-3140 
vice.president@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Treasurer 
Ken Fuentes 
Phone (805) 495-7480 
treasurer@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Secretary 
Ken Martin 
Phone (805) 445-9221 
secretary@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Advisor 
Ken Fuentes 
Phone (805) 495-7480 
advisor@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Committees 
Membership Chair 
Larry Kimmelman 
Phone (805) 493-5103 
membership.chair@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Newsletter Editor 
David E. Whiteside 
Phone (805) 509-1830 
editor@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Program Chair 
Al Espinoza 
Phone (818) 284-1693 
program.chair@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Publicity Co-Chairs 
Guy & Deborah Ervin 
Phone (805) 495-8688 
publicity@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Refreshments Chair 
Grace Sy 
Phone (818) 915-8545 
refreshments@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Librarian 
Larry Kimmelman 
Phone (805) 493-5103 
librarian@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Field Trips & Activities 
Rick Naber 
Webmaster 
Tom McGuire 
website@cvbs-bonsai.org 

CVBS Programs 
2016 

If you are interested in the CVBS Mentoring Program, please see  
Larry Kimmelman for more information & applications to participate. 

January 21 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

February 18 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

March 17 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Bob Pressler / Tree Critique 
BRING ONE TREE FOR BOB TO CRITIQUE! 

April 21 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

May 19 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

June 16 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Ann Lofquist / Create a Tanuki Graft 

July 21 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

August 18 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop and Swap Meet—BRING YOUR TREES 

September 15 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
DEMONSTRATION: David Nguy / Juniper  

October 1 & 2 13TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
Gardens of the World 

October 20 
NEW! 

7:30PM : Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Ken Fuentes / Olive 

November 17 
NEW! 

7:30PM : Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Tom Vuong / Olive 

December 15 HOLIDAY POTLUCK, RAFFLE & AUCTION 
7:30 PM  
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Barrett’s Bonsai Tips 

Get Busy with Winter Work 
By Jim Barrett 

Refreshments 

Happy Holidays 

I t is holiday time! Our thoughts 
turn to bringing back the joyous 

and snacky fun. Happy holidays! 
Thanks to all those who partici-

pated in last month’s snackie eats/
sweets and cold drinks: Norm Nason 
and Ken Martin. Also to Marj Bran-
son for setting up the coffee compli-
ments of CVBS.  

Please do not hesitate to contact 
me and join the Refreshments Cor-
ner! It’s easy—just contact me at 
graesym@yahoo.com or call (818) 
915-8545. 

Thanks everyone! 
—Grace Sy 

CVBS Membership 

Interested in CVBS? 

P lease join me in welcoming new member Leslie Rinchen-Wongmo of Oxnard to our club. A newcomer to bonsai, Leslie 
joined during the October meeting. 
Consider becoming a member. We meet monthly on the third Thursday of every month at the Westlake Village City Hall 

(31200 Oakcrest Drive, Westlake Village, CA 91362).  Meetings start at 7:30 PM, and include occasional demonstrations by 
bonsai experts, workshops, critiques, and member swap meets. 

It’s inexpensive and easy to join. Annual dues are $25 for one, or $30 for couples. Simply bring cash or a check (made 
payable to the Conejo Valley Bonsai Society) to our next monthly meeting.  You may also mail it to: Larry Kimmelman, 
CVBS Membership Chair, 2727 Autumn Ridge Drive, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362. 

—Larry Kimmelman 

2016 Refreshments 

 
Cold 
Drinks 

Eats / 
Sweets 

Dec. Annual Holiday Potluck, 
Raffle & Auction 

2017 Refreshments 

Jan. Nancy 
Smeets 

Ann 
Lofquist 

Feb. Volunteer 
Needed 

Jill 
Peters 

Mar. Volunteer 
Needed 

Nancy 
Smeets 

D ecember and January are busy 
times, and because of holiday prepa-

rations, we tend to forget about bonsai. 
After all they are sleeping away the win-
ter, right? 

Now is a great time to clean them up, 
prune, and wire. Japanese and trident ma-
ples and Chinese elms (not Catlin elms, 
which are evergreen) can have all leaves 
removed, including those that are still 
green. 

Prune all of the twiggy growth hav-
ing more than two nodes and those twigs 
whose nodes are too far apart. Leave one 
or two nodes on each tertiary branch. Do 
this systematically from the lowest 
branches to the topmost branches. When 
this is done, remove heavy thick top 
branches, paying attention to those with 
particularly large diameters. This occurs 
when fast-growing branches grow unno-
ticed and hidden by the foliage canopy. 
Strive for a multitude of fine secondary 
and tertiary branches in the top one third 
or one quarter of the tree. 

Don’t be worried if the tree has more 
than one primary branch leading to the 
apex. As long as one terminal remains 
slightly higher than the rest, the tree will 
be natural looking and aesthetically pleas-
ing. 

When you are through pruning the 
obvious problem branches, consider wir-
ing those branches that are not positioned 
as you would like them to be. 

Now is a very good time to pay atten-
tion to form and inner branch structure of 
trees in parks and on the streets. Notice 
the natural transition from trunk to pri-
mary to secondary to tertiary branches—
especially in the upper portion of the 

trees. 
This time 

of the year is 
a good time 
to bend and 
m a n i p u l a t e 
maple, elm, 
liquidambar, 
and zelkova 
b r a n c h e s . 
Branches are 
g e n e r a l l y 
more flexible 
at this time and because the tree is bare, 
much easier to wire. One exception will 
be the Japanese elm (Nire). Their heavier 
branches tend to be rather brittle. 

Again, start your wiring with the 
lowest branches, proceed to the top, but 
only wire those branches that need to be 
repositioned.  Strive for a delicate grace-
ful appearance with Japanese maples and 
a more rugged ramification on trident 
maples. Chinese elms whose habit is to 
lose leaves in the winter should be pruned 
to produce the finest network of twigs 
possible. 

All of these species have a habit of 
producing heavy, thick branches in the 
uppermost portions of the tree. If they 
grow unnoticed during the year, it will be 
obvious when the leaves are gone which 
branches need surgery. Make the cuts on 
a slant, making sure they are concave. 
Seal all raw scars over 1/4 of an inch in 
diameter.  Now that the upper portion of 
the tree is taken care of, clean the trunk 
and main branches with a stiff toothbrush 
or a brass wire brush shaped like a large 
toothbrush. If the bark has a crusty rug-

(Continued on page 8) 

Jim Barrett 

mailto:graesym@yahoo.com


4 Conejo Valley Bonsai Society December 2016 

 

CVBS Program 

Tom Vuong Explains His Unique Approach 
By Ken Martin 

B onsai artist Tom Vuong provided the CVBS demonstra-
tion at our November 17, 2016, meeting. He has been 

involved in bonsai for 18 years. Although self-taught, his 
work is so well regarded that he is a member of the by-
invitation-only California Bonsai Society in Gardena. He has 
performed demonstrations for many Southern California 
clubs.  

Tom has a large bonsai collection, mostly junipers, pines, 
and olives. For this demonstration, he worked on two olives. 

He likes olives for a number of reasons, especially the 
fact that olives big (he means huge) and small make great 
bonsai. Tom also likes that watering can be missed several 
days and the trees still do nicely. Moreover, unlike junipers 
and pines, he said, olives are not susceptible to many bugs. 
(To control insect infestations, he sprays his junipers and 
pines monthly with a product called Bifen.) 

Tom has developed a number of unique techniques and 
practices for his olives. For example, he said he discovered 
accidentally that olives can be 100% defoliated and new 
branchlets will grow where leaves have been removed. He 
said this can be done virtually any time of the year, although 
new shoots and leaves will be slower to appear in the cooler 
winter weather.  

Since the olive has opposing leaves, two shoots will 
sprout at any given point when a branch is pruned. On strong 
branches, Tom lets his olives grow and then prunes back to 
one pair of leaves. Two new branches will sprout. On the 

(Continued on page 5) 

Tom Vuong describes how he works with olive bonsai with the two trees he planned to work on (above). Bob 
Pressler’s San Jose juniper raft is behind Tom. Putting the finishing touches on the small olive (below). 
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lower, weaker parts of the tree, Tom prunes back to 
two pairs of leaves. On these branches, he will proba-
bly get four shoots. He keeps both new shoots at the 
tip of the branch, and keeps one of the two shoots 
closer to the trunk. If he doesn’t remove this inner 
shoot, in no time his tree will be full of bar branches. 

Another unusual horticultural practice Tom has 
developed is that he fertilizes only once a year, in the 
spring. He believes that most people fertilize too 
much. He said he uses an inorganic Nitrogen Phos-
phorus Potassium (NKP) fertilizer of 9-9-9. It also 
contains some iron. He buys it in 50 lb. bags at a land-
scape supply store for about $30. (Evidently, Smith 
Pipe & Supply on Agoura Road in Westlake Village 
has it.) 

His soil mix for olives is unique. He uses simple 
play sand or a 50/50 mixture of sand and decomposed 
granite (DG). Tom said the DG is especially important 
when he puts an olive in a shallow bonsai pot—both 
for the moisture retention and the added weight. One 
reason he likes play sand is it’s relatively inexpensive 
and readily available at places such as Home Depot. 

One process he has had good luck with is he cuts 
the top off a good sized olive just below where the 
surface roots emerge then turns this base and short 
roots upside down and plants it in sand. Tom cuts the 
olive below the surface roots before he inverts the 
tree. He covers the planting with clear plastic and 
keeps it in the shade until the roots sprout (about a 
month), then cuts holes in the plastic for another 
month. Later they can have a few hours of early morn-
ing sun. You can do this in the spring to late summer. 
These bonsai look like a mountain. He has ten of 
them.  

Olives naturally tend to have smaller branches 
down low and larger branches near the top. These top 
branches should be removed.  

Tom started working on one of the smaller olives 
he brought. Since this was the first styling of this tree, 
he completely defoliated and cut shorter all branches 
that were retained. Every place a leaf was pulled a 
branch has the potential to grow. Also, he said, if you 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Tom removes unneeded branches from the larger of the two 
olives he worked on for this CVBS demonstration (above). 
 
Guy-wiring the large sacrificial branch to the lip of the nursery 
can (below). 
 
The small olive in its finished configuration from above (bottom 
right). 
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want a branch to grow at a certain spot on the trunk, 
defoliate the olive, peel a small portion of the bark 
back where you want the branch to sprout, and it will.  

He wired the branches of this smaller tree and 
moved on to the much larger olive. He said he bought 
this tree from a nursery as he had the smaller olive. 
He again defoliated it and made cuts to shorten all the 
branches. He did remove some branches as he said a 
branch growing out of the inside of a curve in the 
trunk will never look right. The first branch is big and 
too long. He left it long for now so he could guywire 
it to the edge of the pot to lower it. He wired all the 
remaining branches. Marj Branson commented the 
tree was fairly pointed on top. Tom said the growth 
pattern of the tree (faster on top) will eventually re-
sult in a broad, well-shaped crown. 

Tom graciously donated the two olives he 
worked on to our holiday party raffle.  

This was a very informative demonstration by a 
knowledgeable and personable demonstrator. We 
were lucky to have him. 

Ann Lofquist, Marj Branson, Ken Fuentes, and 
David Whiteside contributed to this article. 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

The larger olive is nearly finished (right)
—time to wire down the large branch on 
its left side. 
 
The smaller olive in Tom’s demonstra-
tion is done (below). 
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CVBS Niche Displays 

Our Niche Display Program  

November Niche 

San Jose Juniper Raft 
Editor’s note: Bob Pressler provided this San Jose juniper (Juniperus Chinensis “San Jose”) raft for the 
niche display at our club’s November 2016 meeting. Here is what Bob said about his tree. 

 
I created this San Jose 
juniper raft in my first 
class with John Naka in 
1988. Most of the 
branches were on one 
side of the tree, so John 
said let’s do a raft—and 
that’s what we did. 
Since then, some trunks 
have died and I have 
thought about adding 
living trees to replace 
them, but have not. The 
original root ball was at 
the left end of the raft. It 
took about two years to 
develop enough new 
roots to cut the old root 
ball off. I stripped the 
bark off the bottom side 
of the original trunk to 
stimulate new roots. 

—Bob Pressler 
 

Photo by Norm Nason 

I n the Niche Program, club members set up a mini exhibition display. Such a display con-
sists of: 

• The tree in a nice bonsai pot 
• An accent plant 
• A stand 
All these items are important to create the balance for a good display. We aspire to pre-

sent the best display possible for everyone’s pleasure and edification, so the niche is often 
assembled by one of the more experienced members. However, it is also our desire to give 
less experienced bonsai hobbyists an opportunity to learn by doing. So if any less experi-
enced member feels his/her trees are not ready for a finished display, it is worthwhile to cre-
ate a display that is a work-in-progress. It will be up to the club member to determine which 
category his/her display falls into, and then the work-in-progress display can become the 
talking point of work done, work intended, and suggestions from the floor. 

We encourage all members to sign up for the niche display! Please have a look at your 
2017 calendar and let us know when you would like to present your display next year. 

—Marj Branson 

2016 Niche 
Displays 

Dec. Holiday Potluck 
No Niche 

2017 Niche 
Displays 

Jan. Ann 
Lofquist 

Feb. Jill 
Peters 

March David 
Whiteside 
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Coming Events (Click on the Addresses to visit Websites or send Emails) 

2016 

December 

December 26-30, 2016 San Marino, California 
27th Anniversary Exhibition of Viewing Stones Show at the Botanical Center of The Huntington Library & Botanical Gardens, 1151 
Oxford Road, San Marino , CA Hours are 10:30-4:30 each day. Free parking. For more information see our website aisekikai.com 
and or contact sashaichris@gmail.com 

2017 

January 

January 21 – 22, 2017 
Baikoen Bonsai Kenkyukai: 53rd Annual Winter Silhouettes show, Ayers Hall, Los Angeles Arboretum, 301 North Baldwin Ave-
nue, Arcadia. 10:00 AM –4:30 PM. 
February 

Feb. 25 – 26, 2017 San Marino, California 
Bonsai-A-Thon XXI at the Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road. This is the annual fundraiser for the 
GSBF Collection at The Huntington. Event admission is free with Bonsai-A-Thon “early bird” registration between 8 AM – 9 AM. 
Event hours are 8 AM – 4:30 PM both days. Pancake breakfast, demonstrations, lunch, bonsai exhibits, large sales area, raffle, and 
auction. For more information visit www.gsbfhuntington.com  

Library 

From Books to Magazines to DVDs . . . 
W e provide educational and instructional materials for all levels of bonsai artistry. Considering honing your skills with 

styling, pruning, or repotting? Interested in learning more about fertilizing or wiring? We have lots of information 
available, and at no charge to our members. Any of our resource materials may be borrowed for a month at a time. We only ask 
that books, magazines, or DVDs be returned at the next meeting. I’m always happy to answer questions about our library, and 
to help you select appropriate materials for your bonsai knowledge. 

—Larry Kimmelman 

• Ken Martin – secretary 
• Ken Fuentes – treasurer 
There were no nominations or volunteers for the four officer 

positions from the floor, so the outgoing officers have agreed to 
stay on for the 2017 year, as have the committee chairs except for 
programs and refreshments. Please welcome Nancy Smeets, who 
has agreed to be our new Program chair. For Refreshments, a 
volunteer is needed. Please see me, or any member of the board, 
if you are interested in helping with this fun committee. 

Our Holiday Potluck dinner is Thursday, December 15th at 
7:30 PM in our regular meeting space in the Westlake Village 
City Hall Community Room at 31200 Oakcrest Drive. If you 
have not yet signed up to bring a dish to the dinner, please con-
tact me. 

As in years past, Guy Ervin will provide us with holiday piano 
music. We will also have our annual raffle and auction. We have 
some very special trees this year, so bring plenty of cash or your 
checkbook! If anyone has bonsai items they would like to con-
tribute to the raffle, please bring them. This is our main fund-

raiser for the club, so your support is appreciated! 
A Special Message for the Ladies 

In recent years, we have started the tradition of wearing Japa-
nese kimonos to the Christmas party. Jill Peters has some extras 
that she will share. Anyone who would like to wear one should 
come a few minutes early to get dressed. Contact me or Jill and 
we will give you the details. 

Don’t forget the Bonsai-A-Thon coming up February 25th and 
26th of next year. We will be discussing the details at our January 
meeting, but meanwhile please put these dates on your calendar. 
Your participation and help is appreciated. 

We’re already planning our 2017 year. New Program Chair 
Smeets has a tentative schedule worked out but there are plenty 
of meetings that we still need to fill. We would appreciate your 
suggestions as to any meeting programs or extra activities such as 
field trips you would like to see us participate in or organize. 
Please let us know. 

 I hope to see you all, plus spouses or guests the evening of 
December 15. Meanwhile, Happy Holidays and a very Happy 
New Year to all. 

President’s Message (Continued from page 1) 

ged look and it is a desirable feature of the tree, do not brush it. 
Pull all moss off of the very base of the trunk and main roots and brush these also. After covering the soil with a cloth or plastic, 

spray the tree with a good dormant spray such as lime sulphur, volck oil, or copper oil.  Set the bonsai in a sunny location where it 
will be admired for its winter look and enjoy. 

Barrett (Continued from page 3) 

mailto:sashaichris@gmail.com
http://www.gsbfhuntington.com

