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Conejo Valley Bonsai 
Society Meetings 

Westlake Village City Hall 
Community Room 
31200 Oakcrest Drive 
Westlake Village, CA 91361 
3rd Thursday of the Month 
7:30 PM – 9:00 PM 

2 016 went out with a bang! Our annual holiday 
potluck party on December 15th was a big success 

and enjoyed by all. The food was delicious and the 
live piano music provided by Guy Ervin added a most-
appreciated festive note—thanks Guy! And a special 
thanks to Jill Peters, who provided kimonos from her 
own collection for interested ladies to wear during the 
party—it provided a nice Japanese touch to the eve-
ning. 

The raffle and auction that we hold as part of this 
annual event were lively—and provided a welcome 
infusion to our treasury. Thank you everyone who 
contributed items for the raffle and auction, to Ann 
Lofquist for selling raffle tickets, and Nancy Smeets 
for recording the successful bids during the auction. Everyone’s help and participa-
tion in making it such a success are deeply appreciated. 

Now, 2017 is starting out to be a busy bonsai year.  I would like to highlight the 
various programs we are working on: 

CVBS Demonstrations: Program Chair Nancy Smeets already has put together 
an exciting series of demonstrations—and she has more in the works. (See page 2 for 
the details.) Kicking the year off, our first demonstration will be at the January meet-
ing. Fuji Bonsai Nursery owner Roy Nagatoshi will do a demonstration on grafting. 
Roy is famous throughout the bonsai community for his grafting, so this will be an 
exciting and informative program. Please don’t miss it! 

CVBS Workshop Nights and Mentoring Program: Our workshop nights will 
remain as a time for members to bring in their trees to work on with either their men-
toring partner or with Ken Fuentes, our club advisor. If you are new to the club and 
would like more information regarding the mentoring program, please see Larry 
Kimmelman. 

(Continued on page 8) 

President’s Message 

2017 Is off to a Busy Start!  
By Marj Branson 

Marj Branson 
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Holiday Potluck, Raffle & Auction for the Conejo Valley Bonsai Society. 
Members chat until buffet line (in back) opens.    

Membership Renewal Time 
It’s a new year and time for 

most members to renew their 
memberships.  

Annual dues are $25 for one, 
or $30 for couples. Simply bring 
cash or a check (made payable to 
the Conejo Valley Bonsai Society) 
to our next monthly meeting.  You 
may also mail it to: Larry Kimmel-
man, CVBS Membership Chair, 
2727 Autumn Ridge Drive, Thou-
sand Oaks, CA 91362. 

If you’re not sure of your 
status, please check with Larry. 
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Contact Us 
(Click on Email Address) 
Officers 
President 
Marj Branson 
Phone (805) 373-1330 
president@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Vice President 
Ann Lofquist 
Phone (805) 484-3140 
vice.president@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Treasurer 
Ken Fuentes 
Phone (805) 495-7480 
treasurer@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Secretary 
Ken Martin 
Phone (805) 445-9221 
secretary@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Committees 
Advisor 
Ken Fuentes 
Phone (805) 495-7480 
advisor@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Membership Chair 
Larry Kimmelman 
Phone (805) 493-5103 
membership.chair@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Newsletter Editor 
David E. Whiteside 
Phone (805) 509-1830 
editor@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Program Chair 
Nancy Smeets 
Phone (212) 810-4280 
program.chair@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Publicity Co-Chairs 
Guy & Deborah Ervin 
Phone (805) 495-8688 
publicity@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Refreshments Chair 
Volunteer Needed 
Phone  
refreshments@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Librarian 
Larry Kimmelman 
Phone (805) 493-5103 
librarian@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Field Trips & Activities 
Rick Naber 
Webmaster 
Tom McGuire 
website@cvbs-bonsai.org 

CVBS Programs 
2017 

If you are interested in the CVBS Mentoring Program, please see  
Larry Kimmelman for more information & applications to participate. 

January 19 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Roy Nagatoshi / Grafting  

February 16 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

March 16 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 
FOCUS: Disease & Pest Control 

April 20 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Bob Pressler / Repotting Silverberry 

May 18 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Jim Barrett / Tree Critique 
BRING A TREE FOR JIM TO CRITIQUE 

June 15 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

July 20 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
DEMONSTRATION: Gary Nanson / Powertools 

August 17 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop and Swap Meet—BRING YOUR TREES 

September 21 7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
DEMONSTRATION: Ann Lofquist / Revisiting Tanuki Grafts 

October 7 & 8 
Tentative 

13TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
Gardens of the World 

October 19 7:30PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

November 16 7:30PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: TBA / TBA 

December 21 
Tentative 

HOLIDAY POTLUCK, RAFFLE & AUCTION 
7:30 PM  

June 24 
Tentative 

SUMMER 2017 EXHIBITION 
Arts Council of the Conejo Valley 
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Barrett’s Bonsai Tips 

Clean, Groom & Repot Now 
By Jim Barrett 

Refreshments 

Happy 2017! 

W elcome to the new year. After 
the Holiday Potluck break, it 

is time for the Refreshments Corner. 
We have a good start on volun-

teers for Eats / Sweets—thanks to all 
who have already volunteered. But 
we need a lot of help with Cold 
Drinks (see below). 

We also need someone to serve 
as Refreshments Chair. Please con-
tact Marj Branson and let her know if 
you are interested in this fun activity. 
Contact her at (805) 373-1330 or 
president@cvbs-bonsai.org 

Thanks everyone! 
—David Whiteside 

CVBS Membership 

Interested in CVBS? 

C onsider becoming a member. We meet monthly on the third Thursday of every month at the Westlake Village City Hall 
(31200 Oakcrest Drive, Westlake Village, CA 91362).  Meetings start at 7:30 PM, and include occasional demonstra-

tions by bonsai experts, workshops, critiques, and member swap meets. 
It’s inexpensive and easy to join. Annual dues are $25 for one, or $30 for couples. Simply bring cash or a check (made 

payable to the Conejo Valley Bonsai Society) to our next monthly meeting.  You may also mail it to: Larry Kimmelman, 
CVBS Membership Chair, 2727 Autumn Ridge Drive, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362. 

—Larry Kimmelman 

2017 Refreshments 

 
Cold 
Drinks 

Eats / 
Sweets 

Jan. Nancy 
Smeets 

Ann 
Lofquist 

Feb. Volunteer 
Needed 

Jill 
Peters 

Mar. Volunteer 
Needed 

Nancy 
Smeets 

April Volunteer 
Needed 

Richard 
Winston 

May Volunteer 
Needed 

Mike 
Mulhern 

N ow is the time to clean and groom 
most bonsai.  

Black pine needles that are discol-
ored because of age or disease may be 
removed. Leave more needles on weak 
and low branch terminals, fewer on mid-
dle branches, and fewer 
yet on upper growth. 
How many you leave 
depends on the age and 
health of the tree. All 
terminal buds should be 
fat, healthy and begin-
ning to grow this 
month. 

Slow-release fertil-
izers such as one of the 
Osmocote® formulas, 
bone meal, blood meal, 
cottonseed meal, or any 
of the rapeseed pellets 
may be applied now. It 
takes a while for the organic fertilizers to 
break down and become available to the 
plant. Wait another month or so before 
you use liquid chemical fertilizers. 

Blooming bonsai, such as ume, ap-
ple, plum, and wisteria can be moved to 
show pots at this time, providing they are 
already in bonsai pots. 

Prune all deciduous trees, removing 
heavy overgrown branches and twigs— 
especially in the upper areas of the tree. 
Upper story branches tend to grow unno-
ticed during the year and now is a good 
time to trim or remove them.  

If you are into making cuttings, these 
older branches that are removed may take 
root. I use a rooting medium of 80% per-
lite (sponge rock) and 20% peat moss. 
Drench the rooting medium with a good 

fungicide such as Benomyl. 
Deciduous tree branches are fairly 

flexible now and can be wired. If you are 
using copper wire, make sure it has been 
annealed. Think about paper wrapping 
heavier wires before applying them to 

Japanese maple and other 
tender bark trees. 
     When you are finished 
cleaning and pruning your 
trees, spray them with a 
good dormant oil spray 
such as Ortho’s Volck Oil. 
[Editor’s note: Volck oil is 
very difficult to find now. 
You may have to substitute 
another dormant oil.]  
     You may want to com-
bine it with Ortho’s lime 
sulphur dormant spray. One 
is for bugs; the other is 

basically a fungicide. Fol-
low directions on the labels and cover 
your soil and pot with plastic or a towel. 
Lime sulphur will stain the pot if not 
washed off. 

Don’t forget to choose your show 
trees for this year’s [Descanso Bonsai 
Society] show. Detail wiring is a tedious 
and boring chore, but is a must if you 
want your trees ready to exhibit in June. 
You’ll be glad you did it. 

We are coming into prime potting 
and repotting time. From now until April, 
try to get all of your trees that need it re-
potted. If you need pots ask around, sup-
ply seems good for both used and new 
ones. 

If you haven’t done so, get your soil 
mix prepared and stored. I use a trashcan 
with a tight lid. 

Jim Barrett 

mailto:president@cvbs-bonsai.org
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CVBS Event 

Photographs from CVBS Bonsai Exhibition I 
Photos by Norm Nason 

T he Conejo Valley Bonsai Society held its 13th 
Annual Exhibition on October 1 – 2, 2016, at 

Gardens of the World in Thousand Oaks. Society 
members put some 34 trees on exhibition for the two-
day event. Nearly a dozen were shohin in size (small). 
Two members also displayed suiseki (viewing stones). 

We held our usual “People’s Choice” contest in 
which our visitors were encouraged to vote for their 
favorite tree. This stirred considerable interest and 
lively discussions as many found chosing only one 
tree challenging. As reported earlier (October 2016), 
Marj Branson’s Foemina forest won (photo, page 5). 

This month we are showing photographs of about 
half the trees. The remaining half will appear in next 
month’s newsletter. There is no particular order in 
which the photos were selected except to show a vari-
ety of species and owner/artists in each issue.  

CVBS member Norm Nason did the photography. 
As some may already know, Norm is retiring and 
moving out of state, so this issue and next will be his 
last appearance on these pages. He has been a valu-
able part of the newsletter team and I want to thank 
him for his years of cheerful, skillful, and supportive 
service.  

—David Whiteside 

Members and guests view the exhibit in Gar-
dens of the World’s Resource Center (top). 
 
Liquidambar (right), Ann Lofquist. 
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Boxwood (right), Rick Naber. 
 
Olive (below), Marj Branson. 

Foemina Juniper forest (right), 
Marj Branson. 
 
Bougainvillea (below), Richard 
Winston. 
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Foemina Juniper (left), Ann Lofquist. 
 
Ficus Nerifolia (above), Ken Fuentes. 

Elm on a Rock (right), Rick Naber. 
 
Siberian Elm (below), Ken Martin. 
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Boxwood (left), David Whiteside. 
 
Chinese Elm Forest (top right), Larry Kimmelman. 
 
San Jose Juniper 
(right), Marj Branson. 
 
 

Small trees and stones (below): 
 
Juniper Procumbens (far left), Ann Lofquist. 
 
Shimpaku Juniper (second from left), Ann Lofquist.  
 
Rosemary (third from left), Ann Lofquist. 
 
Chinese Elm (far right), Ken Martin. 
 
Suiseki (Viewing Stones), Ann Lofquist. 
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Coming Events (Click on the Addresses to visit Websites or send Emails) 

2017 

January 

January 21 – 22, 2017 
Baikoen Bonsai Kenkyukai: 53rd Annual Winter Silhouettes show, Ayers Hall, Los Angeles Arboretum, 301 North Baldwin Ave-
nue, Arcadia. 10:00 AM – 4:30 PM. 
February 

Feb. 25 – 26, 2017 San Marino, California 
Bonsai-A-Thon XXI at the Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road. This is the annual 
fundraiser for the GSBF Collection at The Huntington. Event admission is free with Bonsai-A-Thon “early bird” registration 
between 8 AM – 9 AM. Event hours are 8 AM – 4:30 PM both days. Pancake breakfast, demonstrations, lunch, bonsai exhibits, large 
sales area, raffle, and auction. For more information visit www.gsbfhuntington.com  
April 

April 1 - 2, 2017 Sacramento, California 
Bonsai Sekiyu Kai: 40th Annual Bonsai show and demonstration at Buddhist Church of Sacramento, 2401 Riverside Blvd. Hours are 
10 AM – 4 PM with demonstration at 2 PM by Yuzo Maruyama, followed by a benefit raffle both days. There is a bonsai vendor 
area and a food vendor. Admission and parking are free. For information, email BonsaiSekiyuKai@gmail.com 
April 29 – 30, 2017, San Diego, California 
San Diego Bonsai Club: Spring Bonsai Exhibition at the Casa Del Prado, Room 101, Balboa Park. Show hours are 10 AM – 5 PM 
both days with demonstrations at 11 AM and 1 PM. Free admission. Bonsai pots and trees for sale, as well as other bonsai-related 
items. For more information visit www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com or contact Janice Hale. 

W e provide educational and instructional materials for all levels of bonsai artistry. Considering honing your skills with 
styling, pruning, or repotting? Interested in learning more about fertilizing or wiring? We have lots of information 

available, and at no charge to our members. Any of our resource materials may be borrowed for a month at a time. We only ask 
that books, magazines, or DVDs be returned at the next meeting. I’m always happy to answer questions about our library, and 
to help you select appropriate materials for your bonsai knowledge. 

—Larry Kimmelman 

In an innovation, Nancy is working on plans to include a small educational program during the workshops. These mini programs 
are intended to work on specific topics, such as wiring, soils, fertilizers, etc. Nancy currently plans to launch this new feature at our 
March meeting, with a presentation on disease and pest control. 

Nursery Trips: I realize winter just started, but before we know it spring will be just around the corner, so let’s start considering 
field trips and activities such as a club nursery trip.  Please see Field Trips & Activities Chair Rick Naber with your suggestions.  

As always, we are open to suggestions for any of our programs, either for a new one or an 
improvement on an existing one. If you have an idea, please let me or any board member know. 
Our club activities are for our members. 

Exhibitions and Shows: The Golden State Bonsai Federation’s annual Bonsai-A-Thon is 
coming up February 25 – 26 at the Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens 
in San Marino. As you may know, this is the primary fundraising event to support the GSBF bon-
sai collection at the Huntington. This is an invaluable resource to the Southern California bonsai 
community. CVBS is a member of the federation and actively supports the Bonsai-A-Thon. 
Please plan to attend—as a visitor, as a volunteer, or both. 

Soon after the Bonsai-A-Thon, the spring season will start with exhibitions and shows.  We 
include other club activities in our newsletter—see above. Also see The Golden State Bonsai 
Federation website at http://www.gsbfbonsai.org. I recommend that we all visit as many as exhi-
bitions as we can—they provide inspiration and education in our chosen art. 

Two years ago, CVBS had a very successful one-day spring show at the Camarillo Public 
Library. We now are looking at doing an early summer show this year in addition to our October 
annual exhibition at the Gardens of the World.  It is tentatively scheduled for June 24 at The Arts 
Council of the Conejo Valley.  We will discuss this further as the year progresses. 

See you Thursday the 19th at 7:30 PM. 

President’s Message (Continued from page 1) 

2017 Niche 
Displays 

Jan. Ann 
Lofquist 

Feb. Jill 
Peters 

March David 
Whiteside 

April Nancy 
Smeets 

May Volunteer 
Needed 

Library 

From Books to Magazines to DVDs . . . 

http://www.gsbfhuntington.com
mailto:BonsaiSekiyuKai@gmail.com
http://www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com
http://www.gsbfbonsai.org

