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O ur August meeting will be a workshop and 

swap meet. Have a look through your collec-

tion of trees, accessories, pots, etc. and see what 

you would like to part with or pick up from some-

one else.  

Also at the August meeting, we would like to 

continue our discussion of the exhibition we held 

at the Arts Center in Thousand Oaks in June. 

Please bring your thoughts and suggestions. 

The bonsai collections at the Huntington Gar-

dens always need help (see page 7). We can ar-

range a Saturday work day with curator Ted Mat-

son. This is to be discussed at our August meeting 

along with any other activities you might like to 

suggest.  

Our next big activity is our 13th Annual Exhi-

bition at the Gardens of the World in Thousand 

Oaks the weekend of October 7 – 8. Start checking your collection now to see what 

trees you would like to show. You are welcome to bring your trees to our August 

meeting to get advice about how to make them show ready.  

Other plans for the fall include the Golden State Bonsai Federation’s 40th Annual 

Convention at the Riverside Convention Center on October 25 – 29. Visit the 

GSBF’s Convention website for the details at www.gsbfconvention.org.  

The convention includes bonsai activities such as:  

 Workshops and seminars 

 Exhibitions of both judged and non-judged bonsai plus one of viewing stones 

 Critiques of the exhibitions 

 Demonstrations 

 Large vendor section 

 Awards banquet with raffle and auction 

CVBS is a member of the GSBF, an organization that offers various activities 

and support to member clubs. In a recent email, GSBF Past President Abe Far reiter-

ated some of what the federation offers its members:  

 Proceeds from the GSBF convention that go toward member clubs and their 

individual member’s education 

 Grants to assist clubs with programs, and several categories of bonsai scholar-

ships available to worthy individuals 

 Affordable, low premium insurance for all member clubs 

 An internship program that gives qualified students assistance to study with a 

bonsai master in Japan or elsewhere 

 Workshops and demonstrations by visiting masters from all over the world  

 A new Workshop Program that provides financial aid to qualified clubs 

 The quarterly magazine Golden Statements 

 Three bonsai collections: one each at The Huntington Gardens (San Marino), the  

Continued on page 8 
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Contact Us 

(Click on Email Address) 

Officers 

President 
Marj Branson 
Phone (805) 373-1330 
president@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Vice President 
Ann Lofquist 
Phone (805) 484-3140 
vice.president@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Treasurer 
Ken Fuentes 
Phone (805) 495-7480 
treasurer@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Secretary 
Ken Martin 
Phone (805) 445-9221 
secretary@cvbs-bonsai.org 

Committees 

Advisor 

Ken Fuentes 
Phone (805) 495-7480 
advisor@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Membership Chair 

Larry Kimmelman 
Phone (805) 493-5103 
membership.chair@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Newsletter Editor 

David E. Whiteside 
Phone (805) 509-1830 
editor@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Program Chair 

Nancy Smeets 
Phone (213) 810-4280 
program.chair@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Publicity Co-Chairs 

Guy & Deborah Ervin 
Phone (805) 495-8688 
publicity@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Refreshments Chair 

Denise Snavely 
Phone (562) 964-9284  
refreshments@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Librarian 

Larry Kimmelman 
Phone (805) 493-5103 
librarian@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Field Trips & Activities 
Rick Naber 
Webmaster 
Tom McGuire 
website@cvbs-bonsai.org  

CVBS Programs 

2017 

If you are interested in the CVBS Mentoring Program, please see  
Larry Kimmelman for more information & applications to participate. 

January 19 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Roy Nagatoshi / Grafting  

February 16 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

March 16 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 
FOCUS: Fertilizers 

April 20 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Bob Pressler / Repotting Silverberry 

May 18 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Jim Barrett / Tree Critique 
BRING A TREE FOR JIM TO CRITIQUE 

June 15 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

June 24 

9:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
SUMMER 2017 EXHIBITION & RECEPTION 

Arts Council of the Conejo Valley 

July 20 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
DEMONSTRATION: Gary Nanson / Power Tools 

August 17 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop and Swap Meet—BRING YOUR TREES 

September 21 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
DEMONSTRATION: Ann Lofquist / Revisiting Tanuki Grafts 

October 7 & 8 
13TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION 

Gardens of the World 

October 19 
7:30PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—BRING YOUR TREES 

November 16 
7:30PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
DEMONSTRATION: Jason Chan / Junipers Start to Finish 

December 21 
Tentative 

7:30 PM  

HOLIDAY POTLUCK, RAFFLE & AUCTION 

mailto:president@cvbs-bonsai.org
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Refreshments 

Time Is Running 

Out to Volunteer 

H ello all, 2017 is flying by so if 

you haven't volunteered to bring 

cold beverages or sweets, you are run-
ning out of time.  

We need someone to bring cold 

drinks to the October meeting, and the 

November meeting needs both cold 

beverages and something to nibble on. 

If you don't bake, no problem. There 

are several good bakeries around or 

pick something in the frozen dessert 

section of the grocery store. Short on 

time? You could pickup a large pizza 

on the way to the November meeting.  

You can sign up for October or 

November at the next meeting. Or 

email me at  ualspike@aol.com. 

Thanks for your support.    

—Denise Snavely 

CVBS Membership 

Interested in CVBS? 

C VBS extends a warm welcome to our newest member, Mel Carrillo of Granada Hills.  

Consider becoming a member. We meet monthly on the third Thursday of every month at the Westlake Village City Hall 

(31200 Oakcrest Drive, Westlake Village, CA 91361).  Meetings start at 7:30 PM, and include occasional demonstrations by 

bonsai experts, workshops, critiques, and member swap meets. 

It’s inexpensive and easy to join. Annual dues are $25 for one, or $30 for couples. Simply bring cash or a check (made 

payable to the Conejo Valley Bonsai Society) to our next monthly meeting.  You may also mail it to: Larry Kimmelman, 

CVBS Membership Chair, 2727 Autumn Ridge Drive, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362. 

—Larry Kimmelman 

2017 Refreshments 

 
Cold 

Drinks 

Eats / 

Sweets 

Aug. 
Ken 
Fuentes 

Denise 
Snavely 

Sep. 
Denise 
Snavely 

Ken 
Fuentes 

Oct. 
Volunteer 
Needed 

Mike 
Mulhern 

Nov. 
Volunteer 
Needed 

Volunteer 
Needed 

A hh! Good old summer. Between the heat 

and the not so good water, most maples 

(at least mine) look pretty tired. 

If the maples are healthy, consider leaf 

pruning them towards the end of this month. 

Remove every leaf—large, small, healthy, or 

shriveled. Leaving some or pruning in stages 

only makes the tree try to survive on what is 

left. I don’t recommend leaf pruning red or 

lace leaf varieties. 

If you candle pruned your black pines in 

June or July, you should have many new 

shoots appearing at the base of the cut-off 

candles. Selectively remove those shoots that 

are growing vertically off horizontal branches, 

leaving one or two side shoots and one for the 

new terminal of each branch. What you want 

to promote is a fine network of twigs. 

On vertical branches in the upper areas and 

the top of the tree, remove the center candles, leaving one, two, or three side shoots. 

On more mature trees and more intricate networks of twigs and branches, leave fewer 

new shoots. 

In October or November, you will want to remove some of the new growth you 

left this summer. 

Think about rotating your trees—especially if they are displayed against a wall or 

fence. Turning them periodically will even out the growth and may prevent dieback.  

Some trees are entering a semi-dormant period now and, for this reason, seem to 

need less water. Don’t think that something is wrong unless the tree shows signs of 

distress. Heat buildup in soil above 80 or 90 degrees tends to slow growth. This is 

natural. Do not water if the soil is still wet. It takes practice and knowledge of your 

plants’ needs to keep them healthy and happy. Fortunately, most plants survive most 

mistakes. 

If you fertilize this month, do so sparingly. I recommend a very diluted liquid 

fertilizer low in nitrogen if you must fertilize. 

Spraying fungicide to control powdery mildew or needle cast may also kill bene-

ficial fungi present in soils. It’s not a bad idea to cover soil surfaces with plastic or a 

portable shield to keep drips and spray off of the soil. 

Wire that was put on earlier last winter or spring should be checked—especially 

on deciduous trees. Remove all wire and reapply it only on those branches that do not 

hold their position and shape. 

No repotting except emergency repotting until this fall. 

Barrett’s Bonsai Tips 

Care for Maples and Black Pines 

By Jim Barrett 

Jim Barrett 
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CVBS Program 

Nanson Demonstrates Deadwood Carving 

By Ken Martin 

O n July 20, 2017, the Conejo Valley Bonsai Society’s guest 

demonstrator broke the mold: Instead of the usual demo 

showing techniques for working with various species of bonsai 

material, we were treated to a show of power tools to use for 

carving deadwood. 

Our demonstrator was Gary Nanson. 

Over the years, Gary has developed a spe-

cialty as a bonsai deadwood carver. In part, 

his interest in working with deadwood grew 

out of his preference for trees that “look 

tortured in nature,” he said.  

He said everyone has their own eye—

they know what looks pleasing and natural 

to them. But he personally likes bonsai that 

look beat up by wind, snow load, insects, 

fire, etc. A perhaps extreme example is that 

he sometimes puts a concrete block on a 

tree for a while to smash it down and pro-

duce the desired appearance of having en-

dured—and survived—a hard life, he ex-

plained with a broad smile.  

Because the noise of power tools 

would have made it impossible for him to 

talk about what he was doing (not to men-

tion unsafe), Gary did not do any carving 

during this demonstration. Instead, he did 

an effective job of explaining the process 

and the tools required and showing how he 

produced the intricate deadwood on a shim-

paku juniper graft he brought to illustrate 

his approach. That shimpaku belongs to 

Roy Nagatoshi, owner of Fuji Bonsai Nurse-

ry in Sylmar. 

     Gary is one of Roy’s longtime students 

and he still works with Roy. In fact, a retired 

policeman who recently moved to the San 

Diego area, Gary still spends several days a 

week at Roy’s nursery despite the distance. 

Roy attended Gary’s demonstration, ex-

changed a quite a bit of good-natured teasing, 

and later in the evening explained his plans 

for the shimpaku graft. 

     But first, Gary talked deadwood carving.  

     There are several ways to tackle carving 

bonsai, he explained: 

 Use jin pliers to pull back wood sinews 

from the ends of flat-cut branches. Gary 

thinks this is not very natural looking. 

 Use hand tools such as chisels, sharp 

knives, etc. The Japanese masters tend to use 

this technique to good effect, but it is very 

slow. 

 Use power tools. 

Gary started out using Dremels® (the model 

4200 is the best). He said he’s burnt out 17 of 

them. “Dremels are hobby tools, not really for 

what we do,” he said. “Instead, we need industrial-strength 

tools.” 

The tools he currently uses include a professional grade vari-

able speed Makita® die grinder (Model GD0800C, $225.56 at 

(Continued on page 5) 

Gary Nanson (above and below right) explained to CVBS members 
what tools to use for carving bonsai deadwood.  
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Continued on page 5 
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Home Depot), with which he does 90% of his work. He also uses 

a Makita side grinder for removing large volumes of wood, and a 

custom made Foredom® flexible shaft tool for detail work (about 

$370). He said he’s tried a lot of other makes and models and he 

feels these tools are the best. 

The primary bits he uses are made by Kutzall®: A disc, a 

sphere, a shaft with sharp teeth, and a nibbler. He also does some 

of his carving with rotary wire brushes designed for applications 

such as cleaning welds. His tools take either 1/8 inch or ¼ inch 

shafts. Avoid Dremel bits, Gary advised. 

Gary emphasized that carving is only for deadwood. Live 

wood will gum up the bit and make it tough going. Kill the live 

wood first and let it dry for several months, then you can carve it. 

Gary showed how he holds his carving tool with both hands 

while positioning one hand on a stable pivot point. Without doing 

this it would be very difficult to precisely guide the tool. Also, to 

maintain control, he said to ease up the pressure and slow 

down—let the bit do the work. “Don’t try to muscle it, don’t push 

it,” he advised. “If cutting deep, just do a little at a time.” 

Gary discussed dead branch treatment on the grafted juniper 

Continued on page 6 

Nanson continued from page 4 

Gary shows controlling a grinder using two hands 
with one anchored to a stable pivot point (above). 
Shari is deadwood on the trunk of a tree (below left). 
Jin are dead branches (below). Note the variations and 
details in Gary’s carving of the tips of  these jin. 
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he brought. Each dead branch had a little different 

treatment. Some had deep holes, some had carved 

curves. When he hollows out the center of a dead 

branch, he makes grooves and holes to produce a lot of 

shadows and three dimensional looks. In one he drilled 

an inconspicuous hole at the back of a carved-out area 

to allow backlighting that produced shadows to reveal 

details. Pretty spectacular.  

Home Depot or Lowes has rotary wire brush 

wheels in their welding tools section that are useful. 

Gary also uses hand wire brushs—which are also in-

tended to clean welds—to remove the final bits from 

the carved surfaces.  

He discussed safety. Do not wear gloves! The bit 

may snag and twist the glove into the bit and really 

hurt you. Wear eye protection and a baseball cap that 

will keep debris from falling into your eyes behind the 

glasses. Hearing protection is also advised. Do not talk 

to people when you or they are busy carving. 

Gary emphasized not everyone needs to be a bon-

sai carver and buy all the required tools. There are 

folks around like Gary who can do the job for you. 

Gary said that he is available to carve bonsai trees for 

all. 

A great, informative, well thought out talk by an 

expert bonsai carver who obviously enjoys what he 

does.  

 

Nanson continued from page 5 

Three Makita grinders (top 
right), a wheel grinder for re-
moving large amounts of wood 
(above right), circular wire 
brush (above left), a nibbler 
(above), a flat wheel (right), a 
Foredom grinder with tool for 
detail work 
attached by a 
cable (left), 
and a straight 
bit (right). 
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This large California 

juniper (Juniperus cali-

fornica) was part of 

the main exhibit at the 

Golden State Bonsai 

Federation’s conven-

tion in October 2016. 

It is approximately 700 

years old. It was col-

lected in 2009 and 

styled in 2013. The 

owner and artist is 

David Nguy, who has 

demonstrated at CVBS 

many times. 

       —David Whiteside 

Ted Matson has been busy at the Huntington Gardens organizing 

the work on and upgrading the bonsai trees in both the Golden 

State Bonsai Federation’s collection and the Huntington’s own 

collection.  This is an ongoing task—so anyone who would like 

to volunteer, there are opportunities and your help would be ap-

preciated.  There are no restrictions as to your level of bonsai 

knowledge—all levels are welcome. Ted has many tasks that 

need to be done. In some instances, he has mini teaching ses-

sions, so no one feels overextended. 

If you are interested please let me know or contact Ted at 

tmatson@earthlink.net. 

—Marj Branson 

Bonsai Volunteers Needed at the Huntington Gardens 

Photo by David Whiteside 

GSBF Event 

Massive and Old California Juniper 
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Coming Events (Click on the Addresses to visit Websites or send Emails) 

2017 

August 

August 30 - September 3, 2017 Santa Ana, California 

Kofu Bonsai Kai: 2017 Bonsai Fest at the Bowers Museum - John M. Lee Court, 2002 N. Main St., Daily 10 AM - 4 PM, Featuring 

bonsai trees of the members of Kofu Bonsai Kai and special presentations by noted speakers. Final speaker and presentation sched-

ules will be posted on the Bowers Museum Website: http://www.bowers.org/ and Kofu Bonsai Kai: http://www.kofukai.org/. Free to 

Bowers Museum members or with paid museum admission. Questions? Call the museum at (714) 567-3695 or email Michael Walsh 

at michaeljwalsh@outlook.com. 

September 

September 23 - 24, 2017    San Diego, California 

San Diego Bonsai Club: Fall Bonsai Exhibition at the Casa Del Prado, Room 101, Balboa Park. Show hours are 10 AM – 5 PM both 

days with demonstrations at 11 AM and 1 PM. Free admission. Bonsai pots and trees for sale, as well as other bonsai-related items. 

For more information, visit www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com or contact Janice Hale. 

October 

October 25—29, 2017 Riverside, California 

Golden State Bonsai Federation: Convention 40  at the Riverside Convention Center. Early registration through August 15, $275; 

then full registration is $295. Workshop, seminar, excursion, and critique registration in addition, first-come, first-served. 

CVBS Niche Displays 

Our Niche Display Program  

I n the Niche Program, club members set up a mini exhibition display. Such a display con-

sists of: 

 The tree in a nice bonsai pot 

 An accent plant 

 A stand 

All these items are important to create the balance for a good display. We aspire to pre-

sent the best display possible for everyone’s pleasure and edification, so the niche is often 

assembled by one of the more experienced members. However, it is also our desire to give 

less experienced bonsai hobbyists an opportunity to learn by doing. So if any less experi-

enced member feels his/her trees are not ready for a finished display, it is worthwhile to cre-

ate a display that is a work-in-progress. It will be up to the club member to determine which 

category her/his display falls into, and then the work-in-progress display can become the 

talking point of work done, work intended, and suggestions from the floor. 

We encourage all members to sign up for the niche display! Please have a look at your 

2017 calendar and let us know when you would like to present your display. 

—Marj Branson 

2017 Niche 

Displays 

August 
Ken 
Martin 

Sept. 
David 
Whiteside 

Oct. 
People’s 
Choice 

Nov. 
Nancy 
Smeets 

Dec. 
Holiday Potluck 
No Niche 

Library 

Check Out the CVBS Library 

W e provide educational and instructional materials for all levels of bonsai artistry. Considering honing your skills with 

styling, pruning, or repotting? Interested in learning more about fertilizing or wiring? We have lots of information 

available, and at no charge to our members. Any of our resource materials may be borrowed for a month at a time. We only ask 

that books, magazines, or DVDs be returned at the next meeting. I’m always happy to answer questions about our library, and 

to help you select appropriate materials for your bonsai knowledge. 

—Larry Kimmelman 

Clark Bonsai Collection (Shinzen Garden in Fresno), and the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt (Oakland) 

It’s because of programs and benefits like these that we have long supported the GSBF. Many of us also have served the federa-

tion as volunteers at various events. If you would like to learn more or partake in more GSBF activities, please let me know.  

Our July meeting was a delightful demonstration by Gary Nanson, who showed us how to carve bonsai deadwood and what pow-

er tools to use. Some members brought in trees to get advice. Details of his demonstration are on pages 4 – 6. 

President’s Message continued from page 1 

http://www.gsbfconvention.org/

