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President’s Message 

Next: Two Big CVBS Events  
By Marj Branson 

© 2019 Conejo Valley Bonsai Society 

T wo big events are coming up soon 
on the Conejo Valley Bonsai Socie-

ty calendar: 

• Election of 2020 officers 

• Holiday Potluck, Raffle & Auction 
First, the election of officers will 

happen during our November 21 busi-
ness meeting. Your help as either an 
officer or a committee person would be 
appreciated—please email me if you can 
volunteer. 

The officers are: 

• President 

• Vice President 

• Treasurer 

• Secretary 
Upon the close of the business por-

tion of the monthly meeting, the newly 
elected officers automatically assume 
office. The new president, in consulta-

tion with 
the other 
officers, 
then ap-
points the 
standing 
committee 
chairs.  

With 
business 
conclud-
ed, the 
rest of our 
November 
meeting 
will be a workshop. Ken Martin will 
lead off with a 5-minute talk on bonsai 
tools. 

Second, our annual Holiday Potluck, 

   Continued on page 18 

Marj Branson 
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 CVBS members at the  
October GSBF Convention: 
 
David Whiteside and Larry 
Kimmelman enjoy their 
workshop (above). 
 
Ed Henjyoji (right) works on 
his new tree. 
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Contact Us 
(Click on Email Address) 

Officers 
President 
Marj Branson 
Phone (805) 373-1330 
president@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Vice President 
Mike Blumenberg 
Phone (916) 390-1310 
vice.president@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Treasurer 
Ken Fuentes 
Phone (805) 495-7480 
treasurer@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Secretary 
Ken Martin 
Phone (805) 445-9221 
secretary@cvbs-bonsai.org 

Committees 
Advisor 
Ken Fuentes 
Phone (805) 495-7480 
advisor@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Membership Chair 
Nancy Smeets 
Phone (213) 810-4280 
membership.chair@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Newsletter Editor 
David E. Whiteside 
Phone (805) 509-1830 
editor@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Program Chair 
Nancy Smeets 
Phone (213) 810-4280 
program.chair@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Publicity Co-Chairs 
Guy & Deborah Ervin 
Phone (805) 495-8688 
publicity@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Refreshments Chair 
Denise Snavely 
Phone (818) 865-1034  
refreshments@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Librarian 
Mike Blumenberg 
Phone (916) 390-1310 
librarian@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Field Trips & Activities 
Position Open 
Phone  
activities.chair@cvbs-bonsai.org 
Webmaster 
Tom McGuire 
website@cvbs-bonsai.org  

CVBS Programs 
2019 

If you are interested in the CVBS Mentoring Program, please see  
Marj Branson for more information & applications to participate. 

January 17 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting with Club Elections followed by 
Demonstration: Roy Nagatoshi / Tree Critiques 
Bring Your Trees 

February 21 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
Workshop—Bring Your Trees 

March 21 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Demonstration: Frank Yee / Cork Jade & Forest Planting 

April 18 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Demonstration: Jim Barrett / Group Planting 
Jim Barrett Demo Canceled due to illness 

May 16 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
Demonstration: Mel Ikeda / Rock Planting 

June 20 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Workshop—Bring Your Trees 

July 18 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
Demonstration: Jason Chan / Wiring Techniques  

August 15 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by 
Fertilizer Talk, Workshop and Swap Meet— 
Bring Your Trees and Other Items 

September 19 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting followed by  
Bonsai Styles Talk by Ken Fuentes and 
Peer Critiques—Bring Your Show Trees 

October 5 – 6 
16th Annual CVBS Exhibition 
Gardens of the World 

October 17 
7:30PM : Brief Meeting followed by 
Demonstration: Kathy Benson / Crapemyrtle 

November 21 
7:30 PM: Brief Meeting with Club Elections followed by  
Workshop—Bring Your Trees 

December 19 
7:30 PM 
Holiday Potluck, Raffle & Auction 

mailto:president@cvbs-bonsai.org
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Refreshments 

Hail and Farewell 

CVBS Membership 

Interested in CVBS? 

C VBS is open to anyone interested in the horticultural art of bonsai. If you are not a member, consider joining now. We meet 
on the third Thursday of every month at the Westlake Village City Hall (31200 Oakcrest Drive, Westlake Village, CA 

91361). Meetings start at 7:30 PM, and include occasional demonstrations by bonsai experts, workshops, critiques, and member 
swap meets. 

It’s inexpensive and easy to join. Annual dues are $25 for one, or $30 for couples. Simply bring cash or a check (made paya-
ble to the Conejo Valley Bonsai Society) to our next monthly meeting. You may also mail a check to: CVBS Membership, c/o 
Marj Branson, 1169 Triunfo Canyon Road, Westlake Village, CA 91361. 

—Nancy Smeets 

N ovember can be a frus-
trating month for hob-

byists as well as for our trees. 
Most trees will continue to 
grow as long as the weather 
stays balmy with warm 
nights (above 45 degrees F). 

So what to do? If the 
weather stays warm, we can 
still repot (pot-to-pot) black 
pines and most junipers. It 
would be better to wait until 
spring, but if you can’t and 
have been waiting for cooler 
weather, it can be done now 
using common sense with 
regard to soil and root re-
moval. 

If your maple leaves are 
still relatively fresh, they might give you 
some fall color. If the leaves are tired 

and worn out, 
think about re-
moving them. 
Make sure they 
are destroyed and 
not left on 
branches or soil 
surfaces of the 
bonsai. If you are 
planning to re-
move the leaves, 
then spend some 
time pruning 
your unwanted 
twigs, branches, 
and deadwood. 
     Check all wire 

on your trees this 
month and remove 

it if it was applied last spring or if it is 
beginning to 
scar the bark. 

Black 
pines should 
have had their 
fall candle and 
branch pruning 
by now, but if it 
was not done 
last month go 
ahead and do it 
this month. 

Watch for 
pests, especial-
ly red spider 
mites on juni-
pers. If the 
weather stays warm, you may find 
aphids on your crabapples, quince, and 
other fruiting bonsai. Check for scale on 
elms. 

This month is a good time to restyle 
junipers and black pines. They will de-
velop their foliage mass quicker in the 
spring and be ready for the June 
[Descanso Bonsai Society] show.  

Barrett’s Bonsai Tips 

Prime Time for Hobbyist and 
Bonsai Tree Frustration 
By Jim Barrett 

  Jim Barrett 

2019 Refreshments 

 
Cold 

Drinks 

Eats / 

Sweets 

Nov. 
Nancy 
Smeets 

Ken 
Fuentes 

Dec. 
Holiday Potluck,  
Raffle & Auction 

2020 Refreshments 

Jan. 
Volunteer 
Needed 

Volunteer 
Needed 

Feb. 
Volunteer 
Needed 

Volunteer 
Needed 

I f you are a November baby, your birth-
stones will be topaz or the more ex-

pensive citrine. The flower of the month 
is chrysanthemum. We celebrate Vegan 
Day—I bet the turkeys of the world wish 
that one fell on Thanksgiving Thursday. 
Veterans Day is celebrated to honor the 
men and women who have served our 
nation. It coincides with Remembrance 
Day and Armistice Day, which 
acknowledge the end of World War l on 
the 11th day of the 11th month at the 
11th hour.  

November is a big month for canals: 
both the Erie and Suez Canals opened in 
November. The treaty that allowed the 
Panama Canal to be built was sign in the 
eleven month.   

This is my last refreshments blog. 
My sister and I will be ignoring Horace 
Greeley’s advice and heading East. I’ve 
sold my house and will be leaving at the 
end of the month. Thank you for allow-
ing me to be part of the club. I have en-
joyed our meetings and have learned a 
great deal about the world of bonsai, 
something my trees are for grateful for.  

December is Holiday Potluck month, 
so you are off the hook for drinks and 
sweets—but remember to sign up with 
Marj Branson for what dish you will 
bring. Thanks again and goodbye. 

—Denise Snavely 

Black pines 
should have had 
their fall candle 

and branch prun-
ing by now, but if 
it was not done 
last month go 

ahead and do it 
this month. 

Black pine with candles 
(below). 

Photo curtesy Eastern Leaf 
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T he Conejo Valley Bonsai Society’s 16th Annual Exhibition 
and Demonstrations October 5 – 6, 2019 was deemed a suc-

cessful event by many standards. Held in the Resource Center of 
the Gardens of the World in Thousand Oaks, the event drew in 
excess of 150 visitors, reports club President Marj Branson. That 
kept club members busy explaining the art of bonsai, showing 
details of individual trees on display, dispensing information 
about our society, and answering hundreds of questions.  

Moreover, CVBS members outdid themselves putting the 
exhibition together. For example, there were 37 trees on display, 
a record. Nearly a dozen members provided the trees and related 
displays, including an array of suiseki (viewing) stones provided 
from the collection of club advisor Ken Fuentes. Ken also did 
bonsai styling demonstrations each afternoon. The trees he 
worked on will be auctioned off at the club’s annual Holiday 
Potluck, Raffle & Auction in December.  

Of the three dozen-plus one bonsai shown, there were 15 
species with many subspecies and varieties. Chinese junipers 
were the most common: there were 12 Chinese junipers of vari-
ous varieties in the exhibition. Of these, shimpaku (Juniperus 
chinensis ‘Shimpaku’) account-
ed for fully half. Three of these 
were what are known as 
“tanuki”: living trees attached 
to deadwood in a way to create 
the illusion of an ancient tree 
with lots of deadwood and one 
or two living veins. Tanuki, 
also known as the Japanese 
raccoon dog, is a subspecies of 
the Asian raccoon dog and is 
often portrayed as a trickster. 
One of the shimpaku in the 
show was of the variety known 
as Kishu.  

There were three procumbens 
junipers (Juniperus chinensis var. 
procumbens; note that some experts 
classify this as Juniperus procum-
bens ‘Nana’) in the show, making it 
the second most common variety. 
Another variety of Chinese juniper, 
the foemina (Juniperus chinensis 
‘Foemina’), had one representative. 
There also was one San Jose juni-
per (Juniperus chinensis ‘San Jo-
se’). 

Seven of the remaining 
trees on exhibit were varieties 
of boxwood, making this the 
second most popular species in 
the show. There are more than 
70 boxwood species, but the 
European common boxwood 
(Buxus sempervirens) and the 
Chinese boxwood (Buxus har-
landii) are most commonly 
used in bonsai. It was not clear 
which variety of box was best 
represented in the show, alt-
hough one of the boxwoods in 

the show was a Kingsville boxwood (Buxus microphylla 
‘Compacta’). 

Despite the dominance of these two species, the exhibition 
was quite varied. There were three elms and two each of olive, 
ficus, and Rosemary. And there was just one each of the remain-
ing nine species in the show.  

In addition to Ken Fuentes’ suiseki stones, there were three 
unusual (for CVBS shows) displays. One was an intriguing min-
iature model of a Japanese home’s tokonoma—a niche where art 
objects such as bonsai may be displayed (see photo this page). 
Also, there were two “saikei”: small landscape compositions (see 
photos pages 9 and 13). Note that in China, such landscapes are 
considered just a variety of penjing while in japan they are re-
garded as a separate art. And there was a special stand made spe-
cifically to display a number of small, or shohin, bonsai (see pho-
to page 10). 

So, all told, CVBS’s 16th Annual Exhibition met or exceed-
ed everyone’s expectations. There were more trees, more partici-
pants, and a greater variety on display than organizers had antici-
pated. 

CVBS Event 

A Success: Our 16th Annual Exhibition 
By David Whiteside 

Miniature Tokonoma Display with flowering quince, moon stone, and scroll 
(below), Mel Carrillo. 
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Photos by David Williams 

Boxwood (above), Ken Martin. 

Juniper procumbens ‘Nana’ (below), Ben Conway. 

Pomegranate (above), Marj Branson. 
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Boxwood (left), Rick Naber.  
First Place in People’s Choice Award. 

Liquidambar (right), David Whiteside. 
 
Rosemary (below), Mel Carrillo. 
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Kingsville boxwood (below), Mel Carrillo. 

Juniper shimpaku in a tanuki (living tree at-
tached to deadwood) planting (above), Ann 
Lofquist. 

Portulacaria Afra (right), 
Ken Fuentes. 
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Boxwood (above), David Whiteside. 

Juniper procumbens ‘Nana’ (below), Ann 
Lofquist. 

Black pine (below), Mel Carrillo. 
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Bougainvillea (right),  
Nancy Smeets. 

Second Place in  
People’s Choice Award. 

Boxwood in a saikei planting (below), Ken Martin. 

Cork oak (below), Mike Blumenberg. 
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Shohin (small bonsai) display (above), Nancy Smeets. 
Trees (clockwise from top center): Shimpaku juniper (Nancy Smeets); Kishu juniper (Nancy Smeets); Boxwood 
(Nancy Smeets); Catlin elm (Ken Martin); Foemina juniper (Nancy Smeets). 

Juniper on driftwood (below), Mike Blumenberg. 
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Shimpaku juniper on a 
rock (right),  
Rick Naber. 

Third Place in People’s 
Choice Award. 

Ficus Burtt-davyi (below),  
Ken Fuentes. 

Rosemary (below), Larry Kimmelman. 
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Juniper shimpaku in a tanuki (living tree at-
tached to deadwood) planting (below), Ann 
Lofquist. 

Gingko forest (above), Marj Branson. 

Chinese elm (below), Ken Martin. 
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Juniper procumbens ‘Nana’ in a saikei planting (below), Mike Blumenberg. 

Olive (above), David Whiteside. 
 

 
 

Corky jade (right), Kyle Fuentes. 
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Boxwood (above), Rick Naber. 

Shimpaku juniper in a tanuki (live tree attached to 
deadwood) planting (below), Nancy Smeets. 

Olive (below), Marj Branson. 



November 2019 Conejo Valley Bonsai Society 15 

 

San Jose juniper (above), Larry Kimmelman. 

Ficus Burtt-davyi (below), Ken Fuentes. 

Catlin elm (below), Ken Martin. 
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CVBS Niche Displays 

Our Niche Display Program  

I n the Niche Program, club members set up a mini exhibition display. Such a display con-
sists of: 

• The tree in a nice bonsai pot 

• An accent plant 

• A stand 
All these items are important to create the balance for a good display. We aspire to pre-

sent the best display possible for everyone’s pleasure and edification, so the niche is often 
assembled by one of the more experienced members. However, it is also our desire to give 
less experienced bonsai hobbyists an opportunity to learn by doing. So if any less experi-
enced member feels his/her trees are not ready for a finished display, it is worthwhile to 
create a display that is a work-in-progress. It will be up to the club member to determine 
which category her/his display falls into, and then the work-in-progress display can become 
the talking point of work done, work intended, and suggestions from the floor. 

We encourage all members to sign up for the niche display! Please have a look at your 
2020 calendar and let us know when you would like to present your display. 

—Marj Branson 

2019 Niche 
Displays 

Nov. 
Ken 

Fuentes 

Dec. 

Holiday  
Potluck, Raffle 

& Auction— 
No Niche 

2020 Niche 
Displays 

Jan. 
Volunteer 
Needed 

Feb. 
Volunteer 
Needed 

Library 

Check Out the CVBS Library 

T he Conejo Valley Bonsai Society has an extensive library of books, magazines, and DVDs available for members to borrow at 
no charge. The collection is available for your review at each monthly meeting. Material may be borrowed for a month at a 

time, so take home a book or DVD from our next meeting and return it at the following meeting. If you have any questions regard-
ing the CVBS Library, please contact me at librarian@cvbs-bonsai.org. 

—Mike Blumenberg 
Book of the Month 
Golden Statements, Fall 2019, George Haas, editor. Published 
online by the Golden State Bonsai Federation. 
 
For this edition of the ‘Book of the Month,’ I decided to take a 
closer look at Golden Statements, the magazine of the Golden 
State Bonsai Federation. I’ve seen several emails over the past 
few months stating that this quarterly magazine is now available 
online for free. George Haas, the editor of Golden Statements, 
recently sent an updated link, so let’s take a closer look at the 
Fall 2019 edition.  

My initial impression is that this is a big magazine: 96 pag-
es! In those pages I found a mix of timely, informative articles 
and thorough coverage of bonsai shows. For example, the article 
“Season’s Changes” provides guidance on how to manage bonsai 
trees as California weather begins to cool.  

There is also a ton of quality pictures from several recent 
bonsai shows throughout California, including the Redwood Em-
pire Bonsai Society’s 36th annual show. And there is a summary 
of this past summer’s work on bonsai at the Huntington Gardens, 
which houses two collections: about 50 in the GSBF Collection 
plus some 400 bonsai in the Huntington’s own collection.  

This magazine initially looked big, but it’s really more like a 
supersized newsletter because the articles are succinct and the 
magazine is filled with pictures. The “Editors Notes” also in-
cludes a link so you can easily subscribe to future issues. I did.  

Check it out for yourself on-line at www.gsbfbonsai.org.  
—Mike Blumenberg 
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Photos by David Williams             

October Niche 

European Olive from Humble Beginning 
Editor’s Note: David Whiteside provided the October 2019 niche display, an olive he acquired on sale 
from well known bonsai master Jim Barrett in Arcadia, CA. Here’s what David said about his display. 
(David also exhibited his olive at the CVBS 16th Annual Exhibition October 5 – 6, so you will find another 
view of the bonsai on page 13 of this issue.) 

W hen I bought this European olive (Olea europea) in October 2007, it had very little character to recommend it as a 
good bonsai, but I was eager to add an olive to my collection and the discounted price was right: $16. A month later, I 

took it to my teacher, Ted Matson, who agreed with my assessment—but encouraged me to let it grow unrestrained for a 
while and see what developed. So I transferred it to a shallow nursery can, where it lived for the next seven years. I did some 
wiring but mostly practiced clip-and-grow techniques for shaping and to add bulk to the trunk and lower branches. 

In June 2014, I transplanted it into its first bonsai pot, an inexpensive, unglazed brown rectangular pot. By this time, the 
trunk had thickened considerably, aided in part by a very low first branch growing out of the right side. In fact, this “branch” 
itself was so low and large that I treated it as a second trunk with its own, lower apex. Later, this branch died, leaving a huge 
empty space where its foliage had been, so I redeveloped the original primary trunk’s branches to fill the void. I also used a 
Dremel rotary power tool to do some initial carving of the deadwood.  

The olive has been in its current pot for three or four years. Since this repotting, I’ve also refined the deadwood carving 
using techniques learned from Gary Nanson, who demonstrated the use of 
power tools at our July 20, 2017 CVBS meeting. I feel that the deadwood 
has become this tree’s most interesting feature, so I prune the foliage to 
reveal it as much as possible. 
     For the future, I am developing the top to fill the empty space in the 
upper front. The trunk is leaning backward too much, so at the next repot-
ting, I will change the planting angle to give it a more upright orientation. 
The companion plant’s common name is Betony (Stachys Officinalis 
‘Nana’). Like the olive, this species is native to Europe. It is a perennial 
and produces pink flowers in the summer—so it’s currently in its fall foli-
age. On a personal note, the companion plant’s pot was made for me by 
Seattle-area potter Ann Christiansen, who is my sister. 

—David Whiteside 
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Raffle & Auction is coming up on Thursday, December 19th. Please remember to sign up for your dinner contribution. We will cir-
culate the list at our November meeting.  

This is our annual social get-together with a fundraising raffle and auction. Have a look at your bonsai material to see what you 
can contribution to the raffle or auction. And don’t forget to bring your checkbook to the dinner so you can pick up some bonsai 
treats. As usual, Guy Evans will provide the evening’s festive spirit with his seasonal piano music. Last year it was enjoyed by all. 
Other News and Activities 

Our October meeting was a Demonstration by Kathy Benson working on a crapemyrtle. We have many crapemyrtles in the land-
scape in our area, so it was interesting to see how beautiful the bonsai looks. (Details of this demonstration will appear in the De-
cember 2019 issue of this newsletter.) 

The Golden State Bonsai Federation Convention was the last weekend of October. Several of our club members attended. There 
was a variety of activities such as the workshops, demonstrations, exhibitions, and ven-
dors, which we all enjoyed. David Whiteside, Larry Kimmelman, Ed Henjyogi, and I 
all took workshops. (See photos, page 1.) I took a shohin black pine workshop with 
Ted Matson. We all came away with beautiful trees. 

Looking ahead, the Westlake Community Center has confirmed our monthly meet-
ing schedule for 2020. We will continue our meetings the third Thursday of the month.  

Also, the annual Bonsai-A-Thon is coming up at the Huntington Gardens on the 
weekend of February 22 – 
23, 2020. Put it on your 
calendar. We will be look-
ing for people to help dur-
ing the weekend.  

I have just returned 
from a trip to Sydney, 
Australia. Although I did 
not have a chance to go 
through their National 
Bonsai Arboretum, I did 
visit the Botanical Garden 
and took pictures of vari-
ous Banyan and Morten 
Bay Fig trees. Many trees 
were full of the aerial 
roots. (See photos, this 
page.)  

See you Thursday, No-
vember 21st. 

President’s Message (Continued from page 1) 

Coming Events (Click on the Addresses to visit Websites or send Emails)  

2020 

January 

January 18 – 19, 2020 Arcadia, California 

Baikoen Bonsai Kenkyukai, “Winter Silhouettes,” 56th Annual Exhibition, at the Los Angeles Arboretum, Ayres Hall 
of Environmental Education, located at 301 North Baldwin Ave., Arcadia, CA 91007. Show hours on both days are 10 
AM to 4:30 PM. Deciduous bonsai in all their leafless glory are featured from club members and invited guests. The 
Nagata-Komai award winner will be announced, and there will be a demonstrator at 1 PM on both days. There will be a 
sales area with club and vendor plants, pots, tools, and more. For more information, please visit baikoenbonsai.com or 
email Ken Teh at kenwteh6@gmail.com. 

January 18 – 19, 2020 Oakland, California  

Bay Area Bonsai Associates: 39th Annual Bonsai Exhibition at the Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue. Show hours 
are Saturday 5 – 9 PM and Sunday 10 AM – 4 PM. Light dinner at 5:30 PM Saturday followed by a bonsai demonstration by Peter 
Tea from 6:30 PM to 9:00 PM. Benefit drawing of demo tree. Winning ticket must be present. Sale of plants, bonsai, and other bonsai 
related items both days. Admission is free. Parking fee to the Lakeside Park entrance is required during the park hours. For more in-
formation, please contact Janice Dilbeck at janicedilbeck@comcast.net. 

January 31 – February 2, 2020 Santa Nella, California  

California Shohin Society Seminar 2020: held at the Hotel de Oro Conference Center, Santa Nella, California. Benefit 
from the knowledge of several illuminati of the America Bonsai world. There will be multiple demonstrations over the 
three days of the seminar. This is the best gathering of America Bonsai experts and please remember they are donating 
their time to keep your costs down. If you plan to attend the hospitality suite either Friday or Saturday please consider 
bringing some liquid refreshment and/or a treat to share. Reservations for the Hotel de Oro should be made soon. Fill-
ing hotel rooms helps keep the overall Seminar costs within reach. Please mention the Shohin Seminar when you are 
making your reservations. For questions, concerns, or to obtain more registration forms, email Randi at calshoh-
in@yahoo.com. 

Trees in Sydney’s Botanical Garden (below & right). 


